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Directive of the Party Secretariat on the Work of 
TAP CHI CONG SAN 

42100009A Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
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[Signed by Do Muoi on behalf of the Secretariat] 


[Text] Improving its theoretical work is a pressing and 
long range requirement of our party. In the face of the 
new situation, TAP CHI CONG SAN, as the theoretical 
and political organ of the Party Central Committee, 
must shed light on the views and conclusions of the Sixth 
Congress in all fields: the economy, politics, culture, 
ideology, security, national defense, foreign affairs and 
party building. It must thoroughly explain the valuable 
lessons of our country’s revolution that were summa- 
rized by the Sixth Congress and the new problems being 
raised by the realities of our country’s revolution. The 
review must actively contribute, in the field of theory, to 
preparations for the party's Seventh Congress. 


TAP CHI CONG SAN must scientifically analyze 
Lenin's views on socialism and apply the fundamental 
principles, particularly the material dialectic, of Marx- 
ism-Leninism in deeply analyzing our country’s actual 
situation. On this basis, it must bring to light the special 
features of the socialist revolution and socialist construc- 
tion in Vietnam. The editorials of the review must focus 
on the following issues: adopting new thinking; revamp- 
ing the organization, replacing cadres and adopting a 
new style; establishing the new management mechanism 
within the economy; democratization; party building; 
establishing the new culture; and molding the new, 
socialist man. At the same time, it must criticize imma- 
ture and incorrect views regarding socialism. TAP CHI 
CONG SAN must be in the vanguard of the struggle for 
the adoption of new thinking in keeping with the spirit of 
the Sixth Congress and must resolutely oppose all con- 
servatism, inertia and every manifestation of doing 
things in the old way. At the same time, it must struggle 
against voluntarism, against everything that reflects an 
impetuous, subjective approach. 


TAP CHI CONG SAN must contribute to the develop- 
ment of the social sciences (and, to some extent, help to 
stimulate the development of the natural sciences and 
the technical sciences) in our country, mainly by provid- 
ing instructions in the nature of methodology concerning 
the development of these sciences. 


At present, the Central Committee is preparing the draft 
of the platform for building socialism during the period 
of ‘ransition in our country and our socio-economic 
stra.egy. The review needs to carry articles which present 
the results of research in important matters related to 
this platform and this strategy. At the same time, TAP 
CHI CONG SAN must make good preparations for 


propagandizing the major holidays in 1990 (the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of the party, the 45th 
anniversary of the founding of the state, the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of President Ho Chi Minh, the 
1Sth anniversary of the total victory of the war of 
resistance against the United States for national salva- 
tion and the 120th anniversary of the birth of Lenin). 
The practical work of the theoretical organ of the party is 
to help draw lessons from the leadership experiences of 
the party today and summarize the historical experiences 
of the party in the processes of leading the revolution. 


With the aim of improving the quality of the review and 
heightening its theoretical and militant nature in keeping 
with the requirements mentioned above, TAP CHI 
CONG SAN must improve both its contents and form. It 
must closely combine theory with practice and attacii full 
importance to the needs of its many readers. The review 
must have ways and measures for encouraging inquisi- 
tiveness and creativity on the part of scientists and 
experienced management cadres and open democratic 
debates concerning major issues of a highly theoretical 
and practical nature. Generally speaking, articles must 
be concise and interesting, contain a large volume of 
information and be of high quality from the standpoint 
of theory. The review must devote a certain percentage 
of its pages to publishing the opinions of readers to help 
build the party and refine the lines and policies of the 
party. The review must include sections which introduce 
the experiences of the fraternal countries, reviews of 
foreign books and newspapers and timely, selected infor- 
mation on new matters of theory as well as practice 
within the community of socialist countries as well as 
within the international communist movement. It must 
eventually introduce a domestic books and newspapers 
section to provide information and instruct readers in 
the line of the party. The review should be permitted tc 
provide selected information on the different views and 
perceptions of the fraternal parties concerning major 
issues of socialism wii) the aim of encouraging diversity 
in thinking and creativity in the building of models of 
socialism, all on the basis of protecting the unity and 
consensus of the socialist community. 


While attaching importance to the research and theoret- 
ical work of its editors and to mobilizing talented collab- 
orators to contribute articles to the review, the Editorial 
Board of TAP CHI CONG SAN must work closely with 
the other theoretical and scientific research agencies of 
the party and state in researching theory and organizing 
scientific seminars. 

The Editorial Board of TAP CHI CONG SAN must 
improve its reader and distribution services, improve its 
organization and work methods, bring the review closer 
to life and be sure that it stays in constant touch with its 
readers and, in particular, maintains close relations with 
the various local party committees. 

To create the conditions for TAP CHI CONG SAN to 


complete its task in the new stage of the revolution, the 
Political Bureau and the Party Secretariat will intensify 
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their guidance of the review in accordance with the work 
regulations of the Central Committee. The editor-in- 
chief of TAP CHI CONG SAN will be permitted to 
attend a number of meetings of the Political Bureau and 
the Secretariat. The Organization Department of the 
Central Committee will assign competent researchers 
and editors to the review. The Nguyen Ai Quoc Academy 
will help the Editorial Board train cadres who meet 
scientific standards. The Central Committee’s Organiza- 
tion Department and Finance-Management Department 
must adopt systems, policies and plans for improving the 
health and looking after the living conditions of the 
cadres and personnel who work on the Editorial Board of 
TAP CHI CONG SAN. In addition, the responsible 
agencies must supply additional printing machines, 
means of transportation and other material and financial 
means in order to the Editorial Board of TAP 
CHI CONG SAN with favorable conditions for intensi- 
fying its theoretical research, keeping in touch with 
practice and expanding the distribution of the review to 
basic units, with an appropriate percentage of its copies 
being sold at retail prices to readers. 


Party committees must organize the effective use of the 
review among cadres, party members and the people. 
Basic party organizations and party chapters with many 
members are allowed to use party funds to buy TAP CHI 
CONG SAN. Comrades who hold key positions of 
responsibility within the various sectors and localities 
must concern th.mselves with offering their observa- 
tions and criticisms to and writing articles for the review. 


NHAN DAN, QUAN DOI NHAN DAN, Voice of 
Vietnam Radio and Vietnam Television must report the 
main contents of each issue of the review. 


reps Be me a be 


421000096 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
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[Article by Defense Minister Senior General Le Duc Anh] 


[Text] Def-ading the fatherland has been affirmed as a 
strategic task of our entire party, people and army and 
not of the Armed Forces alone. (Naturally 1, - Armed 
Forces are the core in carrying out the task of dfending 
the fatherland). The adoption of this task was prempted 
by the objective law of socialist revolution, by our 
nation’s thousand-year old experience in national build- 
ing and defense, and by the actual situation in our 
country and the world at present. 


We ave not surprised by the fact that U.S.-led imperial- 
ism has always directed the spearhead of its frenzied 
Opposition and sabotage activities at the socialist states 
$0 as to destroy them. Reality has shown that since the 
success of the Russian October Revolution it has stopped 
at no insidious scheme or trick to oppose the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries, from “cold war” to 


At present, the class struggle is proceeding in a very 
complex fashion in the world, a world strewn with 


does not make the struggle between revolution and 
counter-revolution in the world any less fierce. U.S. 
imperialism is still continuing to step up the arms race by 
implementing dangerous plans and making huge expen- 
ditures, pushing mankind to the brink of global nuclear 
war, tO maintain its reactionary henchmen and assist 


nations. It has also actively carried out economic sabo- 
tage, Causing increasing damage to many countries and 
making life difficult for their peoples. Especially, in the 
situation where conditions are not ripe for it to start a 
nuclear war, it has pushed forward even more strongly its 
ideological and economic sabotage of the socialist coun- 
tries, sowing division among them. Among its mancu- 
vers is its insidious scheme to force the Soviet Union 
into an arms race and other socialist countries to 
increase national defense expenditures, thus directly 
affecting their economic construction and development. 


With regard to our country, following our people's great 
victory in 1975, imperialism, acting in collusion with 
expansionism and other international reactionary forces, 
continued to implement its hostile policies. They waged 
two wars of aggression at our country’s southwestern and 
northern borders in 1976 and 1979. Defeated, they have 
turned to conducting a multifaceted war of sabotage to 
weaken our country, hoping to gradually force our peo- 
ple into submission. They have actively taken advantage 
of the socio-economic situation in our country, which 
still faces numerous difficulties, to kindle negative phe- 
nomena in society, and to bore deeply into them and our 
shortcomings, mistakes and weaknesses in the manage- 
ment of economy and society to realize their dark 
schemes. They have developed the so-called “political 
offensive” in conjunction with the conduct of the “mer- 
chandise war.” At the same time, they have resorted to 
threats, intimidation and military attacks while carrying 
out economic sabotage, fomenting national disunity, 
wearing out our national defense potentials; stirring up 
indignation among the people against our party and 
state, corrupting our cadres; undermining our organiza- 
tions, weakening our Armed Forces; sowing disunity 
among our cadres, cemy and people; driving a wedge 
between our country and the Soviet Union, Laos, Cam- 
bodia and other socialist countries; and creating opoor- 
tun‘ties for planting agents, buying our men to serve as 











JPRS-ATC-88-008 
28 November 1988 


their lackeys and hatching reactionary organizations. 
The reactionary forces have also organized, fostered, 
trained and equipped Vietnamese reactionaries living in 
exile in foreign countries and have infiltrated them into 
our territory by many routes. Carrying with them weap- 
ons, radio transmitters and counterfeit banknotes, these 
infiltrators have established contact and joined hands 
with spies and reactionaries hiding in the country, as as 
in the cases of Le Quoc Tuyen, Mai Van Hanh, Vo Dai 
Ton, Hoang Co Minh...which we, through coordination 
with our Lao and Cambodian friends, have unmasked 
and tried publicly. 


These facts indicate that far from giving up its dark 
schemes, the enemy is ceaselessly resorting to insidious 
maneuvers in an attempt to undermine our revolution 
and to recklessly wage a large-scale war of aggression if 
conditions permit. The struggle between us and the 
enemy to determine “who will triumph over whom” in 
the struggle between the socialist and capitalist paths is 
very fierce and intense and involves very complicated 
and interrelated factors. Therefore, the 6th Party Con- 
gress has asserted once again that while giving first 
priority to socialist construction, “let our entire party, 
people and Armed Forces develop the combined 
strength of the nation and society, resolutely defeat the 
enemy's multifaceted war of destruction and work out 
plans to insure victory over the enemy under all 
circumstances.”' It is important to fully realize the 
rigorous requirements of national security and defense, 
to have a clear head when it comes to dealing with the 
enemy and to thoroughly understand the interrelation 
and mutual effect of the two strategic tasks of our 
country at present. It is necessary to keep these points in 
mind and take measures for helping all echelons, sectors 
and localities correctly implement these iwo tasks. 


Given the current national situation, the defense of the 
fatherland and socialist construction call for efforts to 
defeat, first of ail, the enemy's multifaceted war of 
destruction and dark schemes aimed at weakening our 


strength. 


So long as the enemy coniinues to adopt a hostile policy 
toward our revolution, we need to carry out this task on 
an urgent and long-term basis. The struggle between us 
and the enemy is very wide in scope and very fierce in 
intensity. It is also very intricate and sophisticated. The 
reason is because the enemy often tries to hide himself 
behind ordinary people and facts. The enemy's acts of 
satiotage often come between, coincide with »: hide 
beluind various negative cases in society. It is very 
difficult to tell the difference between the enemy's acts of 
sabotage 2s. une wrongdoings of degenerate, deviant 
clements or even the manifestations of our poor socio- 
economic management.... It is often not easy to reach a 
conclusion. Of course, we should not make a blanket 
assertion by saying that all negative cases in society 
involve the enemy sabotage acts. Yet, we should not 
lessen our vigilance. 


Realities indicate that to make our struggle against the 
enemy's multifaceted war of destruction more effective, 
instead of taking separate steps, we should adopt con- 
certed and uniform measures and achieve the close 
coordination between various echelons and sectors. 


First of all, it is necessary to speed up efforts to conduct 

and educational work so as to help our 
cadres and people heighten vigilance, making all people 
fully aware of the enemy’s insidious plots and maneuvers 
in the present situation, and of the contents and mea- 
sures of the struggle against the enemy. We should firmly 
grasp the viewpoint of using “the people as a base,” rely 
on the people to struggle against the enemy and, at the 
same time, on the basis of generally reviewing past 
experiences take appropriate measures to bring into play 
the integrated strength of proletarian dictatorship, espe- 
cially the internal affairs sector in which the People’s 
Public Security Force and Army must assume the key 
role. Although the struggle takes place countrywide, 
emphasis is particularly placed on the targeted areas, the 
border provinces, cities, concentrated economic zones, 
and economic and cultural centers. Close coordination 
must be organized to uniformly conduct the struggle in 
the military, political, economic, cultural and social 
domains. To positively support the struggle against the 
enemy sabotage, we must effectively struggle to reduce 
negative phenomena in society, victoriously conduct the 
campaign to purify the party organizations and state 
machinery and enhance their militancy and to purify 
social relations. We must take the initiative in our 
offensive against the enemy, properly and promptly 
suppress all crimes and closely coordinate with the Lao 
and Cambodian peoples to assure the security for each 
individual country and for all the three countries on the 
Indochina Peninsula. 


All party and administrative echelons from the central 
down to the grassroots levels must regard the tasks of 
providing leadership for and directing the struggle 
against the enemy's multifaceted war of sabotage as one 
of their important and regular duties in the cause of 
consolidating national defense and security. all projec- 
tions concerning economic, cultural and social construc- 
tion must be guided by specific plans designed to insure 
security against enemy sabotage. 


Along with struggling against the enemy's multifaceted 
war of sabotage, our entire party, people and army must 
also actively and urgently consolidate and strengthen our 
country’s national defense and security capabilities, 
making sure that it is always ready and alert to cope with 
all situations created by the enemy. This is also one of 
the most important tasks in the national defense under- 
taking. 


Our Sixth Party Congress resolution points out: “We 
must thoroughly understand and correctly adopt the 
view that “the entire people take part in national con- 
struction and defense” and “persistently comply with 
and concretize the party military line in the stage of 
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national construction and defense.“*? The party's current 
military line is one that advocates an all-people national 
defense, building the people’s armed forces and under- 
taking the people’s war for national defense. Today, 
although the situation and requirements are different 
from before, the all-people national defense line and the 
people’s security line still need to be thoroughly under- 
stood and creatively implemented, taking into account 
the lesson of “regarciing the people as the root.“ 


We must continue to firmly grasp the fundamental 
concept—which always influences our national defense 
policy—of “using a small force to defeat a larger one.” 
Our country’s invading enemies usually come from big 
countries whose numerical strength is great and whose 
economic and military potentials are many times larger 
than ours. Therefore, we must base our national defense 
and security strengths on the strength of the entire 
population, a combined strength derived from all 
fields—political, economic, cultural, social, national 
defense and security—and also from domestic strength 
combined with epochal strength. This is a fundamental 
concept of our party and also an art of generating 
yt ag in our nation’s historic tradition of national 
ense. 


Given the current situation, what is most important is 
that we must teach every one to fully understand that 
national construction must be linked with national 
defense, trying to come up with practical plans and 
specific regulations capable of ensuring the readiness of 
not only the army but also of the entire country— 
covering every echelon, every sector and every locality— 
to cope with all contingencies. Managerial cadres from 
the central down to local and grassroots levels must 
study to improve their scientific, technical and manage- 
rial knowledge while profoundly studying the party's 
military and security lines to acquire necessary knowl- 
edge about the building of al!-people national defense, 
people's security and people's war for national defense in 
accordance with requirements set for each subject. It is 
necessary to insert into the main training program, and 
insure that students understand the need for, the conduct 
of indoctrination on national defense and security at 
various party schools and public schools, including gen- 
eral education and vocational middle schools and col- 
leges. We must urgently perfect efforts to institutionalize 
the duty and rights of citizens toward the cause of 
national defense into specific policies to emphasize the 
duty and honor of each citizen and the sense of social 
justice toward this sacred mandate. 


We must, in practice, also ; repare and build step by step 
the array of peopie’s war ani people's security, trying to 
make it increasingly steadfas. On the basis of planning 
national construction activities, we must carry out 
national defense planning. Although these two kinds of 
planning are different in essence, they are integral parts 
and form a single whole. This is because the word 
construction implies the meaning of defense and it is for 
the sake of construction that defense is carried out. All 


socio-economic plans, both long-term and short-term, 
national and local, must be linked with national defense 
and security plans. In combining economic construction 
with national defense and security and vice versa, we 
must affirm those viewpoints which are correct and 
criticize those which are erroneous. We should not pay 
attention merely to immediate economic interest with- 
out taking into account or attaching adequate impor- 
tance to the need to guarantee national defense and 
security. Conversely, we should not attach importance 
solely to our national defense and security priorities 
without promoting economic development. 


In addition to attending to production and life, each 
economic sector and each economic, cultural and social 
project or establishment must pay attention to its capa- 
bilities to serve national defense and security and must 
shift its course of action when a war situation arises. On 
the basis of building step by step modern industries, 
strengthening the material bases of socialism, we must 
enhance our capabilities to insure technical equipment 
for the armed forces, building step by step the national 
defense industry system to guarantee self-support of 
equipment and to meet essential requirements of 
national defense and security. 


One question of decisive importance for consolidating 
national defense and security is that we must strive to 
build comprehensively steadfast and weil-defended peo- 
ple’s security fortifications in the provinces (cities) and 
districts. We must also build and consolidate various 
systems of combat villages, combat hamlets and combat 
wards as well as various people’s security networks. 


Our People’s Armed Forces that serve as the core force in 
national defense, must be attentively built firm and 
strong, consistent with the conditions in the country and 
the requirements of national defense under all circum- 
stances. the People’s Army must be continually built in 
the direction of being increasingly standardized and 
modernized. Its overall quality must be ever better each 
passing day and its political quality must serve as a base. 
Its organization must be rational, balanced, compact, 
strong and relevant to immediate combat requirements, 
the long-term national defense plan and realities in the 
country. Discipline must be strict and combat readiness 
and strength must be high. The People’s Army must have 
well-seasoned and high quality regular forces and pow- 
erful reserve forces which are closely administered and 
always ready to be mobilized rapidly whenever required 
by the situation. In the present situation, we must pay all 
the more attention to building the reserve forces that can 
be mobilized comprehensively to fulfil! their role. At 
present, another pressing requirement of decisive signif- 
icance is to build a contingent of party cadres in the 
Army. These cadres must have good qualities and ethics, 
firm political background and a level of leadership, 
command and management ability on a par with their 
duty importance. This is a key task in building the Army. 
At the same time, we should study, amend and satisfac- 
torily implement the law on officers and the various 
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policies and systems for army cadres in the new situa- 
tion. The party building, political and ideological tasks 
in the Army should receive proper attention. Some issues 
should be improved to suit the new situation and to help 
oppose negative phenomena. 


Moreover, we should intensify the task of securing 
equipment and technical service for the Armed Forces 
and replenish their facilities and other outfits in a 
balanced and uniform manner. Utmost effort should be 
exerted to insure good living conditions for troops and 
materials in kind for national defense as prescribed and 
approved by the state. We must improve and adequately 
implement the various rear policies of the Army and care 
for the livelihood of, and jobs for, those cadres 
and combatants who have fulfilled their military service 
with the regular Army. 


The Army must engage in productive labor and eco- 
nomic construction in order to contribute to improving 
troop welfare and turning out more material wealth for 
society. This must be regarded as a strategic task of the 
army. 


Militia and self-defense forces must continue to be 
consolidated and strengthened in the direction of 
improving their integrated qualities with political qual- 
ity at the core. They must improve their combat readi- 
ness so that they can fight victoriously to protect their 
relevant localities and establishments. They must closely 
cooperate with security forces and public security agents 
in satisfactorily insuring public order and security for 
production. 


As an essential revolutionary armed force in the struggle 
for the defense of national security and for the mainte- 
nance of public order and security, the People’s Public 
Security Force must be built into a truly clean, steadfast 
and standard one in the advance toward modernization. 
They must be absolutely loyal to the fatherland and the 
people and must have their agents firmly planted among 
the masses, their professional knowledge increasingly 
improved and the lifestyle incorruptible and wholesome. 
They must try to truly become a trusted and sharp tool of 
the party and state. 


Like the general revolutionary undertaking, the strength- 
ening of national defense and security in our country has 
a special relationship with the two fraternal countries of 
Laos and Cambodia. In the past as well as the present, 
the enemy tends to use the territory of one of these 
countries as a staging base for their attacks on another 
country. The national defense and security situation in 
each country is therefore interrelated and interacts. 
Together with the two fraternal countries, we must 
streng!*.en our unity, achieve close cooperation and 
promote mutual assistance to firmly defend the sover- 
eignty, territorial integrity and security of each country 
and of the three countries as a whole. Meanwhile, we 
must improve the quality and the effectiveness of our 
all-round cooperation with the Soviet Union and other 


socialist countries. We must cooperate with all progres- 
sive forces in perseveringly for peace and 
stability in the region, thus contributing to safeguarding 
world peace. 


Al a time when the international situation is complex 
and the national situation is beset with difficulties, there 
have been many heavy duties arising from the national 
defense task, requiring us to renovate our thinking and 
our working attitude and to develop our creativity and 
greater efforts. Only with the attentive leadership of 
various party committee echelons, the active efforts on 
the part of various administrative echelons and the 
participation in the spirit of patriotism and socialist 
awareness of our entire people and army can this task be 
implemented satisfactorily. 


Footnotes 


1. “The Party Central Committee's Political Report at 
the Sixth Party Congress,” TAP CHI CONG SAN, 
January 1987, p 33. 


2. Ibid. 


Some Basic Military Concepts of 
the Party at Present 
42100009¢ Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 88 pp 11-15 


[Article by Professor Colonel General Hoang Minh 
Thao, director of the Advanced Military Academy] 


[Text] The party's basic military concepts governing the 
people's war for national defense are part of the party's 
general political, economic and social concepts which, 
altogether, form the guidelines of the revolution, involve 
all aspects of our social life and are designed to help our 
people successfully carry out socialist construction and 
firmly defend the socialist Vietnam fatherland. The 
success or failure of our past efforts to defend the 
fatherland depends entirely on how well we have mas- 
tered and implemented these major concepts of the 
party. Given the current situation, if we want to success- 
fully defeat the enemy's multi-faceted war of destruction 
and insure victory over the enemy under all circum- 
stance, then we must possess a better knowledge of the 
party's basic military concepts governing the people's 
war for national defense in the new stage. Only basic 
concepts will be covered here. 


Developing a firm and strong all-people national defense 
system and getting the nation ready for the anti-aggres- 
sion struggle is a major policy and a fundamental con- 
cept laid down by our party to help our people success- 
fully carry out socialist construction and firmly deferd 
the socialist Vietnam fatherland. Through the Fourth, 
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Fifth and Sixth Party Congresses, our party has increas- 
ingly improved the contents of all-people national 
defense policy to match it with the development of the 
socialist revolution nationwide. Our party's concept of a 
firm and strong all-people national defense system is 
scientifically well founded and supported by diversified 
and sound facts. As we all know, one of the great Lenin's 
theories is as follows: ing socialism as if it were a 
country is a historic necessity. To cope with the blockade 
and harassment directed against the newly established 
Soviet state by capitalism in an attempt to get rid of the 
early factor of mankind's socialist realism, Lenin devel- 
oped Marx and Engels’ concept of people’s war with 
Suis cautiaivans Grameen in ie aaa 
defend their socialist fatherland. He said: “There can be 
no national defense capabilities unless the people display 
great courage and boldly and resolutely affect major 
economic reforms.”' In addition, we also know that 
during several thousand years of building the country, 
our forefathers had always considered national defense a 
permanent task for our people to carry out at all times. 
The motto of “national construction must be coupled 
with national defense” has served as a principle govern- 
nnn erieenbdvdiammamndlanramtin Grr 
past 40 years or more since the August 1945 revolution, 
our party has inherited and applied those valuable con- 
cepts to the war against foreign aggression for national 
liberation and the struggle for national defense in the 
southwestern and northern border areas. Not only has 
our party correctly applied these Marxist-Leninist con- 
cepts of people's war and all-people national defense but 
it has also made considerable efforts to further develop 
aad enrich them. 


Given the new requirements of the current struggle for 
national defense, it can be said that to develop a strong 
and firm all-people national defense means to conduct 
propaganda and educational work among ail strata of the 
people—especially among workers and peasants—so as 
to give them a basic notion about and essential know!l- 
edge of all-people national defense and struggle for 
national defense based on profound patriotism and deep 
love for socialism. It also means to organize the people 
into highly motivated political and armed forces capable 
of defending the socialist fatherland and to develop 
strong spiritual and material qualities as well as man- 
power and material resources 10 meet meet every 
requirement of the nation. All those forces and qualities 
must be ready for mobilization according to uniform, 
tight and quick plans so they can create a combined 
strength and help wage a people's war to defend the 
fatherland should the need arise. 


The development of an all-people national defense sys- 
tem calls for the implementation of the following key 
tasks: 


Developing national defense forces. The all-people 
national defense forces include the people's political 
forces and the People’s Armed Forces. 


The people's political forces—which include all mass 
organizations of the party with the Ho Chi Minh Com- 
munist Youth Union serving as the backbone—are all 
member organizations of the Vietnam Fatherland Front 
that have been firmly established from the grassroots to 
central level under the leadership of various party com- 
mittee echelons. These organizations are responsible for 
furnishing education on tasks rejated to productive 
labor, socialist constructioy and national defense and 
launching revolutionary movements for every domain of 
activity in each locality with ihe aim of mobilizing all the 
intellect and energy of the entire people for the cause of 
socialist construction and national deiense. These orga- 
nizations can, under suitable forms, mobilize human and 
material resource; to support the people's war against 
aggression and participate in behind-the-war-zone or 
local people's warfare activities when a war arises. As 
Uncle Ho put it: “Our people's unanimity can be moided 
into a brass wall around the fatherland. The enemy will 
be defeated before this wall, no matter how wicked and 
cunning he is.”* The people's war against the U.S. war of 
destruction in the northern pari of our country in the 
years 1960-70 attested to the strength of people's warfare 
in modern times. In combination with the three catego- 
nies of relatively well-equipped troops and the assistance 
of various fraternal countries, especially the Soviet 
Union, the intellect and energy of our people totally 
frustrated the combat tactics involving the use of air and 
naval forces and most modern war means by the US. 


imperialists. 
Developing national defense forces. 


National defense potentiality is created by a combina- 
tion of political-moral, economic-cultural, scientific- 
technical and military potentialities. 


Political-moral potentiality relies on the success in shap- 
ing a new society and on the awareness of the sense of 
nationalism and ideal of socialism among all members of 
society. It is also the results of the effort to constantly 
enhance the military and leading role of all party orga- 
nizations, increase the responsibility and management 
efficiency of the proletarian dictatorship state and insure 
social democratization and unity among all fraternal 
nationalities in the country. It is these successes which 
create the confidence, will power and moral quality, thus 
enabling us to willingly make sacrifices for the defense of 
the socialist fatherland. In modern people's warfare, the 
political-moral factor still remains the basis and orien- 
tation for material strength. 


Economic-cultural and scientific-technical potentialities 
rely mainly on the achievements in accelerating produc- 
tion, developing science and technology and shaping a 
new type of socialist culture. It is these achievements 
which create a comprehensive source of materials that is 
increasingly sufficient for social life, for seserve and for 
use whenever a war arises in the country. These achieve- 
ments can also maintain the material production force 
during the process of war and meet the needs arising 
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from a wai. These potentialities also serve as a basis for 
creating a modern national defense industry which is 
highly capab!e of improving military equipment and are 
the results of international cooperation and mutual assis- 
tance among fraternal socialist countries. 


Military potentiality consists of the combat capabilities 
of the people's armed forces, the ability to mobilize the 
entire people to participate in fighting the aggressors, the 
actual ability of all social organizations to serve war 
purposes and the battle layout of people's warfare and 
capacity of the national defense industry. In some battles 
during the wars against the French colonialists, the US. 
imperialists and the expansionist Chinese aggressors, 
thanks to the combat capabilities of our armed forces— 
which at times involved only self-defense militiamen— 
and the good combat layout of people's warfare, we were 
able to develop our military potentiality, thus defeating 
the enemy troops. 


The plan for shifting the country from peacetime to 
wartime. This is an important content of the task of 
building up the all-people national defense, which is 
aimed at transforming the strength of all-people national 
defense into the strength of resistance against the aggres- 
sors when war arises. This is also a unified planning 
system from the central to local and grassroots levels, 
which includes plans for national and local defense, 
plans for mobilizing resistance forces, plans for muster- 
ing the economy in support of the war, plans for shifting 
the economy and all social activities to wartime and 
plans for civilian defense. This plan should be prepared 
in a careful and practical manner wth special attention 
being given to insuring that everybody is familiar with 
such a change. 


which all people can take part to fight the aggressors. 
They also play a key role in annihilating the opposing 
Armed Forces and scoring decisive victories in a war. 


Building up the three categories of troops of the Armed 
Forces 1s a fundamental viewpoint and a traditional 
policy of our party. That policy has stemmed from the 
use of the viewpoints concerning revolutionary violence, 
the “armament of the working class and revolutionary 
masses,” and building of a new-style army of the laboring 
people that reflects the class nature of Marxism-Le- 
ninism. This policy is also the inheritance of our ances- 
tors’ tradition of organizing forces to fight the aggressors 
for the defense of the country—coordinating combat 
activities of soldiers from the imperial court and with 
those of! full-time or part-time troops in various pre- 
cincts, villages and hamlets to make both local and 
mobile forces strong. With chat tradition, our people 
have recorded many brilliant military exploits in history. 


It is necessary to build up and organize the force of the 
three categories of troops, develop the role and effect of 
these troops along with arming all people and launching 
an all-people movement to fight the aggressors and 
dexterously combine local people's warfare with the war 
that is fought by various regular army corps. This is an 
efficacious method of improving the fighting strength of 
both cur Armed Forces and people and also the most 
effective measure to develop to a high degree the just 
factor and successfully solve the biggest contradiction of 
the war against aggression in our country, a small nation 
with a relatively small standing force compelled to 
withstand a large invading army from big countries. 


This fact also raises a question of strategic nature: from 
the just factor of war, we could launch and organize an 
all-people resistance movement, thus creating aggregate 
strength for conducting a deep and broad people's war. 
And from this war, we discovered many highly effective 
fighting methods and measures, making it possible for us 
to defeat a large army with a small force and create 
conditions for the war steering organ to have clearsighted 


Today, to build a steadfast People’s Armed Forces, we 
must correctly resolve the relationship between quantity 
and quality, between requirements and capabilities and 
between personnel on the one hand and weapons, tech- 
nical equipment and material bases on the other. Now- 
adays, the qualities of the members of the Armed Forces 
are created by many factors, especially by political 
qualities which involve patriotism, a love of socialism, 
fighting will, a determination to sacrifice oneself for 
national independence and socialism, a sense of self- 
imposed discipline and abilities to perform assigned 
technical combat duties. These qualities can be created, 
on the one hand, by the fruits of the arduous training 
efforts given by the Armed Forces and, on the other 
hand, by the fruits of comprehensive socialist construc- 
tion, including the building of new socialist men for 
society and the implementation of various socialist pol- 
icies of the party. The qualities of the members of the 
Armed Forces can also depend largely on the qualities of 
their weapons, technical equipment and material bases. 
Today, it is clear that weapons, science and technology 
can play an important role in resolving many problems 
in combat and can help score victories. 


‘s war in modern 
the entire people and with 
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Developing the diverse experience of our nation’s his- 


But whether these successes can become a dream-come- 





F cotnotes 


1. V.L. Lenin: “Complete Works,” Tien Bo Publishing 
House, Moscow, 1976, Volume 34, p 263. 


2. Ho Chi Minh: “Selected Works,” Su That Publishing 
House, Hanoi, 1980, Volume I, p 419. 


Beijing's Outdated Gunboat 
421000094 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 88 pp 16-20, 36 


[Article by Le Minh Nghia, deputy director of the Border 
Department of the Council of Ministers] 
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Before the beginning of the 20th century, no country— 
China included—had shown any reaction to Vietnam's 
occupation of and control over the Hoang Sa and Truong 
Sa Archipclagoes. We have sufficient proof meeting the 
norms of international law to prove that Vietnam occu- 
pied the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes when 
they were not owned by any countnes and that Vietnam 
archipelagoes. 


Up to the beginning of the 20th century, it was said (and 

even drawn in maps) in many official or semiofficial 

Chinese documents that Ch:na's territory extended no 

Complete Work” map, published in 1905 and re-edited 

in 1910, put China's southernmost point at Hainan 

Island. The “Chinese Geographical Book.” published : 
point 


After World War Il, they dispatched troops to occupy 
part of the two archipelagoes and then pulled them out. 


out 
The PRC officially claimed sovereignty over the two 
archipelagoes in Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai's state- 
ment dated 15 August 1951, which said: “Just like the 
Nam Sa, Trung Sa and Dong Sa Archipelagoes, the Tay 
Sa (Hoang Sa) Archipelago and the Nanwei Island 
(Truong Sa) have always belonged to China’s territory.” 


In 1956, the Chinese authorities sent troops to occupy 
the eastern part of the Hoang Sa Archipelago. The 
ure to dispatch troops in time to replace the French 
troops there Meanwhile, Tarwan also comrnitted trooj s 
to occupy Ba Dinh Island of the Truong Sa Archipelagc 


In 1959, Chinese troops attempted a landing on a group of 
islands in the western part of the Hoang Sa Archipelago. 
Eighty-two men and five armed vessels (disguised 

fishing boats) were captured by the Saigon administration. 


dispatched troops to 
occupy the zest of the Hoang Sa Archipelago at the very 
moment Vietnam was concentrating her efforts on fight- 
ing off the U_S. imperialists. Ever since then, the Chinese 
authonties have tned by all means to consolidate and 
turn Hoang Sa into a military base. They have just 
decided to reorganize Haznan Island into a province wrth 
Vietnam's Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes being 
into the list of “districts” of the new 


province 

















JPRS-ATC-88-008 
28 November 1988 


from the Chinese, such as Manchuria, Formosa and the 
Pescadores, shall be restored to the Republic of China.” 
The agreement rade no mention of China's sovereignty 
over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes. 


At the Potsdam Conference in August 1945, the docu- 
ment signed by the leaders of the United States, the 
United Kingdom and China on 26 july reaffirmed: “The 
terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be implemented.” 


The San Francisco Conference in 1951 with the partici- 
pation of 51 countries to sign a peace treaty with Japan 
also affirmed: Japan shall return Formosa and the Pesca- 
dores to China. Meanwhile, the made a sep- 
arate mention of Truong Sa and Hoang Sa and affirmed 
that Japan had to renounce her claim of sovereignty over 
these !wo archipelagoes. 


It 1s worth noting that the Chinese side hoped that its 
Statement dated 15 August 195! would have an impact 
on the decision of the San Francisco Conference. Yet, 
China failed in her attempt to do so. Meanwhile, Tran 
Ver Huu, of the delegation of the state of Vietnam at the 
San Francisco Conference, “asserted the long-standing 


Thus, under the provisions of the San Francisco Confer- 
ence, just like the restoration of Formosa and the Pesca- 
dores to "he Republic of China, Hoang Sa and Truong Sa 
shall be restored to Vietnam following Japan's occupa- 
tion of these two archipelagoes through the use of force. 


might, intentionally or unintentionally, <« smnply by 
mistake. a few details of their projects and 
therefore part of the territory of one countcy 
to another one’ 
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Yet, at least, this is proof that China's &. vereignty 
ihe Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes 
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direct control and protection of the Saigon administra- 
tion and later or, the Provisional Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment of the Ri public of South Vietnam. 


Thus, it is crystal clear that the contents of the above 
mentioned documents were very precise and did not 
imply any transfer of territory, which is always accom- 
panied by negotiations and agreements signed by the 
authorized representatives of the two governments. 
Moreover, these agreements must be ratified before they 
can go into effect. The Chinese authorities are well aware 
of this fact, yet they have deliberately acted according to 
their own hegemonistic ambitons. World public opinion 
knows all too well the true nature of this issue. 


To form a theoretical basis for its expansionist and 
hegemonistic policy, first of all toward the Eastern Sea, 
China has invented a highly “modern” border doctrine 
which was introduced in the 3 April 1987 issue of the 
Chinese newspaper LIBERATION ARMY DAILY. 
According to this newspaper, China makes a distinction 
between two concepts: geographic border and strategic 
border. Geographic border is delineated on the basis of 
internationally recognized national territory and the 
corresponding territorial waters and air space. Strategic 
border reflects the aggregate strength of a country. 


China holds that if a country cannot exercise effeciive 
control over all of its territorial waters and air spece, its 
strategic border shall, for a long period of time, be less 
extensive than its geographic border. Thus, the geo- 
graphic border shall be moved back to the strategic 
border, and that country shall lose part of its territory. 
On the contrary, any country capable of exercising 
effective and permanent control over its strategic border, 
especially on land and at sea, that extends beyond its 
geographic border, may expand its geographic border. 


China says it must move its “national gate” from its 
geographic border to its strategic border. It contends that 
since “its natural resources on land are limited, it must 


grab a larger living space!” 


According to China’s reasoning, the strategic border 
guarantees several things, namely living space, security 
space and space for scientific-technological and eco- 
nomic development. 


What is the true nature of the new border doctrine 
mentioned above? Setting aside all complicated argu- 
ments, this doctrine clearly reveals the advocation of 
expansion by force. 


Reading carefully the reasoning of Chinese military 
strategists, one cannot help but see that their strategic 
border doctrine is a logical extension of the “three- 
worlds” doctrine, which serves as the theoretical basis 
for the strategy of global expansion, and that the border 
doctrine serves as the theoretical basis for the border 
expansion doctrine—first of all, expansion of territorial 
waters. 


It is fair to say that China has a tradition of theoretical 
development, but such theories as the “three worlds 
theory” and the “border doctrine” are heavily tainted 
with chauvinism, reek of expansionism and are 
extremely outdated. These are but a jumble of prepos- 
terous arguments. Having already suffered from Hitler’s 
“lebensraum” doctrine, mankind now cannot but be 
worried by the newly invented ideas of the forces that are 
hell-bent on the path of hegemonism. 


Along with its high-handed military activities in the 
Eastern Sea, China’s promotion of its border doctrine is 
again casting a dark shadow in the skies of Indochina 
and Southeast Asia. In a world that is ever undertaking 
changes in accordance with the trends of dialogue and 
detente, China’s words and deeds are, as a matter of fact, 
extremely isolated. 


Faced with the Chinese authorities’ ouidated gunboat 
policy, Vietnam has persistently pursued its policy of 
using dialogue and negotiation to solve unsettled prob- 
lems, including the debate over the two archipelagoes. 
We sincerely wish to restore the long-standing friendship 
and good neighborliness between the Vietnamese and 
Chinese peoples. Therefore, it is very easy to understand 
why broad segments of the world public opinion have 
promptly given sympathy and support for Vietnam's 
good will. World public opinion has also demanded a 
favorable response from the Chinese side. 


So far, the Chinese authorities have stubbornly stood by 
their position as a “world power” and rejected all of 
Vietnam's peace initiatives. They have continued to 
swim against the tide and to turn their back on the trends 
of development in this era by resorting to force to turn 
the Eastern Sea into their own lake in a bid to implement 
their expansionist scheme. As a result, the situation in 
the Eastern Sea is still very complicated. It is necessary 
for our armed forces and people to watch the Chinese 
authorities closely and to heighten our vigilance in the 
face si their hostile and warmongering acts. We are 
determ: ued to mobilize all our forces to defend the 
father’ .nd’s sacred sovereignty. 


Some Views on Developing Commodity 
Production in Our Country 


42100009e Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 4, Apr 88 pp 21-26 


[Article by Che Viet Tan, deputy director of the Econom- 
ics Department of the Central Committee] 


[Text] The realities of the past several decades of eco- 
nomic construction in the socialist countries have increas- 
ingly proven: a commodity economy is not the form but 
the fundamental essence of the socialist economy, is an 
economy which is built and developed on the basis of the 
achievements of the new eras of technology that have been 
and are continuing to emerge in the new age. 
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The Sixth Congress of the Party asserted: ““The process 
of advancing from small-scale production to large-scale, 
socialist production in our country is the process of 
converting our still highly subsistent economy into a 
commodity economy. We are managing, through plans, a 
commodity production economy with the characteristics 
of the period of transition.” 


fe Se Snare Se Seen ane eee of han & 
Capitalism 


A commodity economy, regardless of which social sys- 
tem it is under, has its own objective categories and 
economic laws, such as the market, prices, the circula- 
tion of goods and money, the law of value, the law of 
supply and demand, competition and the need to 
achieve maximum profits. However, in each of the 
different social systems, the objectives, scopes, forms 
and modes of activity in the development of production 
and the circulation of goods differ. 


The common objective of commodity production is to 
realize maximum profits. Under capitalism, the objec- 
tives of realizing maximum capitalist profits are to enrich 
the capitatist and carry out the expanded reproduction of 
the capitalist mode of production. Under socialism, the 
objectives of maximum socialist profits are to satisfy the 
rising needs of society and carry out the expanded repro- 
duction of the socialist mode of production. 


Under capitalism, the law of value is spontaneous in 
nature and plays the role of regulating the social repro- 
duction process. In socialism, under socialist production 
relations, the law of planned development together with 
the law of value, the relationships between goods and 
money, market relations and so forth are applied to 
develop the economy, carry out expanded reproduction, 
implement distribution in accordance with labor and 
raise the standard of living. 


In both capitalism and socialism, the relationship 
between the producer and the consumer occurs on the 
market through many different forms of buying and 
selling. However, under socialism, the relationship 
between the producer and the consumer is based on the 
socialist system of law and primarily takes the forms of 
cooperative relations and an alliance between the two 
basic classes which produce goods. This relationship is 
the correct combination of the interests of the working 
class and the interests of the class of farmers and other 
laborers. Of course, in the period of socialist construc- 
tion, when the economy still consists of many different 
segments participating in the production and circulation 
of goods, the socialist state dynamically and reasonably 
regulates these interests through policies and laws. 


Therefore, the commodity economy under the socialist 
system is a new socio-economic entity, one which grad- 
ually curtails spontaneity and increases the planned, 
organized nature of the economy. 





Il. The Main Characteristics of the Commodity 
Economy in Our Country Today 


The commodity economy consists of many segments, 
among which the socialist economy, although it controls 
the key positions and possesses large forces, has yet to play 
its decisive role in the entire national economy. The 
private and individual economies still play an important 
and long-range role in the process of socialist construction 
in our country. This demands that the state adopt appro- 
priate economic policies and put in place an appropriate 
management mechanism with the aim of tapping the 
capability of each sector of the economy in order to 
develop production forces and expand the circulation of 
goods. 


Our country’s commodity economy is still at a very low 
level of development and is not evenly balanced among 
the different regions of the country. Small-scale produc- 
tion st.ll predominates and production is highly subsis- 
tent in nature. The output of products and goods is very 
low. The relationships between goods and money and 
market relations have not been fully developed. The 
consequences of the war and the long partitioning of the 
country into two different political, economic and social 
systems led to different material-technical bases, differ- 
ent production and business management methods and 
different producer and consumer habits among the peo- 
ple in the South and the North. Therefore, on the basis cf 
principles and policies that are common to the entire 
country, it is necessary to establish diverse forms, estab- 
lish management organizations and methods that are 
compatible with the specific realities of each sector, each 
locality and each type of basic unit. 


At present, the economy is unstable and still under the 
heavy impact of the overseas economy and day to day 
changes on the international market. 


III. Revamping and Developing the Commodity 
Economy in Our Country 


The task of basic, pressing importance in stabilizing and 
developing the socialist socio-economic system at this 
time is to build a commodity economy along the follow- 
ing lines: 


1. Rapidly liberating and developing production forces 
in order to produce many goods; redistributing produc- 
tion forces; basing major socio-economic programs on 
the views of commodity production; and bringing a new 
concept to efforts to build socialist production relations: 
clearly distinguishing between socialist social ownership 
and the use of forms of ownership and economic forms 
that are still necessary in order to tap each capability of 
the different segments of the economy. 
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—Rearranging the structure of production, beginning 
with the structure of commodity production in the 
countryside; accelerating the development of small- 
scale commodity producers in the cities; and creating 
domestic and foreign sources of capital with the aim of 
changing the structure of investments, changing the 
structure of the economy and carrying out industrial- 
ization (as conceived and carried out in the new 
industrial age), thus quickly establishing the material 
backbone of the commodity economy. 


—Revamping the economic management mechanism: 
dismantling the mechanism based on bureaucratic 
centralism and state subsidies and shifting to the 
management mechanism based on economic account- 
ing and socialist business practices. 


2. Expanding economic relations with foreign countries 
and tapping traditional technologies and domestic 
potentials. 


To develop and catch up to the times in light of our 
country’s underdeveloped economy and material-tech- 
nical bases, we must: 


On the one hand, develop all the potentials and the 
combined strength of the five sectors of the economy and 
liberate the production capacity of all sectors and trades 
(agriculture, forestry, fishing...) and of the existing tradi- 
tional technologies within the country. We must make 
full use of labor under a dynamic management mecha- 
nism which taps the strengths of each basic unit and 
locality, and which accelerates production and the circu- 
lation of goods and increases our exports. 


On the other hand, expand our economic relations with 
foreign countries with a view toward quickly acquiring 
modern technology and applying the method of rapid 
industrialization, which many nations have successfully 
carried out in recent years. To accomplish this, it is 
necessary to rapidly train a corps of cadres and an 
increasingly large labor force capable of learning the 
advanced technologies of the new age and capable of 
producing many products and goods of high quality, 
products and goods that are competitive on the interna- 
tional market. 


We must boldly open the doors to our country’s econ- 
omy, in an organized way, to other countries of the 
world, beginning with the fraternal countries of Laos and 
Cambodia and the socialist countries in the following 
fields: cooperation in domestic and foreign investments; 
exports-imports, the services, labor, technology and so 
forth so that we can make use of the strengths of the 
world commodity economy in capital and technology, 
market and business and management experience. If we 
do not take this approach, we will find it difficult to 
bring the economy from its state of backwardness and 
disorganization, and to reduce the gap between our 
country’s low level of economic development and the 
level of economic development of other countries. 


develop and regulate, not to control the market. The 


ie b a 
. On the basis of respecting the legally binding 


on the market and through the market. 


The socialist commodity economy is a unified entit; 
consisting of many different economic segments. There- 
fore, the market of this commodity economy is also a 
unified market consisting of different economic seg- 
ments and territorial regions. When the production and 
circulation of goods develop, the entire country must 
form one national market capable of joining the interna- 
tional market. The concept of separating the socialist 
market (the organized market) from a non-socialist mar- 
ket (the free market) and viewing one as opposed to the 
other is incorrect in theory and harmful in practice. It is 
the origin of the two price mechanism and subsidization. 
We cannot allow a situation to exist in which the 
economy has two markets, two prices, two types of laws 
and two mechanisms, which nullify each other and 
become the origin of the “underground economy.” 


The market mechanism is essentially the mechanism of 
free buying and selling, free trade by every conceivable 
method, with prices being negotiated by the buyer and 
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the seller. Within this mechanism, the law of value, the 
law of supply and demand and competition exert their 
demand. ” ¢ ” 


Competition is an essential element of every commodity 
economy. Without competition, commodity 

does not develop and there is no market. Socialist 
competition is fundamentally very different from capi- 


Economic monopoly is an essential element of a com- 
modity economy, but it must be monopoly achieved 
through business. 


Speculation is an essential phenomenon of a commodity 
economy when supply and demand are not in balance. 
Speculation leads to enormous waste. Consequently, it 


not lie outside the plan, rather, it is the object, the 
essence of the plan. Therefore, the plan must be consis- 
tent with the market, planning must utilize the market 
mechanism. This means: 
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which are under national ownership and managed by the 
state are not objects of trade, their value must still be 
included in the price of their products through depreci- 
ation. If their prices are not calculated, enormous waste 
will result. Within the socialist economy, the means of 
consumption, the means of production, science-tech- 
nology and the economic and technical services must be 
considered goods. Things on which social labor has been 
expended but which do not directly participate in trade, 
such as factories, cropland, mines, forests, water sources, 
seaports, maritime lines, aviation routes and so forth 
must be treated as goods. Their value must be calculated 
when they participate in production and business in 
order to achieve full cost accounting. 

Money: the new thinking is that within a commodity 
economy, there is not only paper money, but that it is 
also necessary to expand the various forms of non-cash 
payment. The volume of money is established on the 
basis of the requirements of production and the circula- 
tion of goods in light of the price scale during cach 
period. 


It is necessary to differentiate between the function of 
issuing money and the function of the business in 
money. In the immediate future, we must clearly differ- 
entiate between combating inflation and taking the ini- 
tiative in issuing money to meet the need to accelerate 











Monetary policies must be promulgated to regulate and 
control the activities of the domestic business in money. 


Wages are the most important component of the income 
of the worker. Wages must be considered the price of 
labor, must correspond to the price scale and the pur- 
chasing power of the dong, must be sufficient to guaran- 
tee that the energy expended in labor is replenished and 
must be based on labor productivity and the level of 
The wage system must be reorganized. We must abandon 
the “rigid” wage and salary systems based on the amount 


deadline. Tiere must be a bonus policy which provides 
high incentive for raising labor productivity. The state 
must adopt a mechanism which controls increases in the 
wage fund in order to balance it and the supply of goods 
with the aim of correctly implementing the principle of 
distribution in accordance with labor. 


effective economic measures. Within this mechanism, 
businessmen should form associations or establish coun- 
cils consisting of producers and consumers, both indi- 
viduals and units, to directly set prices. The state must 
enact a price control mechanism and play the role of 
controlling prices. The state has at its disposal reserves 
and laws with which to regulate prices, which include the 


rates must be determined in accordance with 
the principles of the price setting mechanism and the 
price control mechanism of the state. Specific rates in 
production and business will be negotiated and deter- 
mined by the producer associations and businessmen in 
the overseas economy to insure that export-import activ- 
ities are profitable and in line with changes on the 
international market. State agencies must play the role of 
providing information and forecasts on prices and the 
market, controlling or taking measures to subsidize nec- 
essary export and import goods and providing regulation 
by means of tax policy, bonuses, foreign exchange rates 
and other policies. 





ness. This differs from the division of echelons based on 
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[Article by Tran Ngoc Hien, MS in Economics] 


of value and the relationships between goods and moncy. 


To apply the relationships between goods and money 
under the conditions of our country today, it is necessary 
to take into consideration the state and the special 
characteristics of these relationships within an economy 











a. The level of development of the production of goods is 
not uniform and ranges from simple trade in the coun- 
tryside to the large-scale production of enterprises in the 
cities. Generally speaking, the major features of the level 
of development of the production of goods are: 


production and form a division of labor and trade 


b. To examine the state of the relationships between 
goods and money today, we must also analyze the nature 
of these relationships. Currently 
commodity 


, there are three types of 


necessitate that we apply the relationships between 
goods and money not only in a manner consistent with 
the level of development, but that we also give attention 
to the nature of these relationships, that is, that we know 
how to apply them within a multi-segmented structure. 
We cannot achieve results in the application of these 
relationships if we give light attention to the level of 
development or the nature of these relationships. 


2. Applying the relationships between goods and moncy 
in revamping the management mechanism on the basic 
level. 
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ships between goods and money in the case of basic units 


is financial independence. In the case of commodity 
production units, the dismantling of state subsidies will 


The combined result of the application of the relation- 





Facts have shown that there can be no correct revamping 
on the state level without correctly applying the relation- 
ships between goods and money. 


The real difficulties in revamping the state's economic 
management mechanism, and, consequently, the diffi- 
culties in applying the relationships between goods and 
money in our country, are: we must correctly establish 


It is impossible to deal with each of these matters 
separately. Rather, these relationships must be viewed 
against the requirements of a planned commodity econ- 
omy and dealt with by means of appropriate and well 
coordinated steps. 


Examined from the practical perspective, the following 
several matters are involved in the application of the 
relationships between goods and money in revamping 
the state's economic management mechanism: 


Of foremost importance today is the need to clearly 
distinguish between the business management function 
of economic units and the state's economic management 


these experiences in order to restructure the field of 
commerce. Without this restructuring, no political or 
economic requirement of the new management mecha- 
nism can be met. 


Formulating a national financial policy based on the 
view that ours is a planned commodity economy is the 
premise to every reform. V.I. Lenin pointed out: 
“Regardless of what happens, we must successfully carry 
out sound financial reforms but we should remember 
that if our financial policy does not succeed, each of our 
thorough reforms will also fail.”? V.1. Lenin demanded 
the adoption of financial centralism for the sake of the 
interests of the worker. V.1. Lenin said: “I consider 
centralism to be a certain minimum guarantee for the 
laboring masses.’ Financial centralism is not contradic- 
tory to the independence and initiative of the localities 
because it is based on socialist financial principles—the 
basis of the application of the relationships between 
goods and money in this field. 


—The principle of separating enterprise finances from 
state finances. This insures financial independence for 
the enterprise and provides the state with sources of 
budget revenues through socialist business activities. 


—The principle of a balanced budget based on the 
positive reciprocal impact among finances, banking 
and commerce. Financial and banking activities must 
support socialist commerce so that it can fulfill its task 
as the “link” and bring about expanded reproduction 
on the scope of the entire national economy. 


—The principle of bank control over enterprise finances. 
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On this basis, measures must be taken to cut costs (such 
as reducing the size of staffs, cutting administrative 


the enterprise turning over additional profits to the state, 
restructuring the tax system and the tax collection appa- 
ratus, issuing bonds and coupons, etc.). 


We must expand the role of the bank on the basis of the 
results achieved through measures taken to stabilize the 
dong. In particular, banking activities must be closely 
tied to commerce activities, must encourage basic units 
to shift to economic accounting and socialist business 
practices. Within the context of the proletarian dictator- 
ship and socialist ownership, Lenin demanded that the 
State Bank work 100 times more closely with commerce 
compared to capitalist banks. In addition, the bank 
serves the role of auditing the finances of the enterprise 
and has the tasks of promoting integration and joint 
business between the socialist segment of the economy 
and the other segments and stimulating the use and 
transformation of these other segments of the economy 
in the process of operating joint businesses and practic- 
ing integration. 


1. V.1. Lenin: “Collected Works,” Progress Publishers, 
Moscow, 1987, Volume 43, p 462. 


2. Ibid., Volume 36, p 434. 
3. Ibid. 
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Article by Hoang Manh Tuan, deputy director of the 
Weights and Measures-Quality Control Gen- 
eral Department] 


[Text] One serious problem which has persisted for 
many years within our country’s economy is that the 
quality of products is constantly changing and continues 
to decline, thus causing major harm to the economy and 
to the consumer. Even the quality of some of our exports 
has not been stable, as a result of which we have been 
unable to retain the confidence of foreign customers. 


This is the problem of products and goods not meeting 
the specifications of their original models, not being the 
same in terms of parameters, dimensions or fit. The 
reliability and lifespan of products are low. The nutri- 
tional value and cleanliness of food products as well as 
the aesthetics and convenience of consumer goods are 
very poor. Many products are unsafe and easily cause 
accidents or pose a danger to the consumer. 


Why has product quality been unstable and steadily 
declining in this way for many years? There are both 


material-technical bases, the severe consequences of the 
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emphasis upon quantity, violating technical discipline, 
ignoring minimum technical requirements in the manu- 

packaging, transportation and storage of pro- 
ducts...have caused chaos in production and violated the 
legitimate interests of the consumer. 


The imbalance between supply and demand is the obyec- 
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In view of the fact that we still face many difficulties, can 
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high grade quality. The bicycle rims of the Tien Tien 
Machine Cooperative in Ha Nam Ninh also now bear the 
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mum qualitative requirements. This goal is not high. 
However, it will not be casy to meet if we do not adopt 
an appropriate mechanism and urgent measures. 





Efforts must be focused on establishing the conditions 
needed to maintain and improve the quality of a number 


be managed and controlled. 
Research-Exchange of Opinions on Inflation 
Review of on Inflation 


[Editorial Board preliminary review of “Opinions on 
Inflation” in TAP CHI CONG SAN No 10, 1987-No 3, 
1988) 


country has been studied by many persons and various 
plans for ing it have been proposed. The articles 
carried in the of Opinions section of 


economy, politics and social life of the country. In the 
exchange of opinions concerning these matters, we have 
seen that the problem is still being viewed and raised in 
different ways. However, there are some fundamental 
aspects of the problem that can be cited for the informa- 
tion of readers. 
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As regards agricultural taxes, we must insure that taxes 
are collected in exact accordance with regulations and 
that uncollected tax debts are repaid while awaiting the 
revision and amendment of the agricultural tax policy. If 
the tax rate were not 6-7 percent as it is now, but 10 
percent, we could not only meet minimum needs, but 
could also establish a national grain reserve and, on this 
basis, control prices. In addition to the grain tax, we 
must also enact a tax on the other crops and species of 
livestock in order to increase budget revenue sources. 


In particular, it is very necessary that we successfully 
implement a tax on export and import goods. 


The state must also promulgate a number of other new 
tax policies, such as an income tax for all strata of the 
population; a tax on the mining and use of natural 
resources; a registration tax; an inventory tax on state- 
operated commerce organizations, marketing organiza- 
tions and private businesses... 


In addition to measures to increase domestic revenue 
sources, positive measures must also be taken to increase 
the sources of revenue overseas through economic trade 
and overseas services. The state must implement a 
dynamic and attractive exchange rates policy in order to 
attract foreign currency. 


In conjunction with measures to increase revenue 
sources, measures must also be taken to reduce budget 
expenditures (sensibly eliminate or reduce expenditure 
items). To begin with, we must immediately cut unnec- 
essary capital construction expenditures. In the field of 
production, capital construction investments should 
only be made in projects which support the production 
of grain, food products, co. sumer goods and export 
goods. We must resolutely reduce the size of administra- 
tive staffs and make the administrative apparatus 
streamlined and kighly efficient. At the same time, labor 
cooperation with foreign countries must be expanded in 
order to generate increased revenues and reduce the 
difficulties facing the economy. A strict policy of frugal- 
ity must be implemented in the consumption of energy, 
fuels, raw materials and in personal consumption and to 
combat waste and misappropriation within state agen- 
cies and among the population with the aims of bringing 
into the bank the money resulting from the reduction of 
production costs and increasing budget revenue sources. 


The main guidelines for achieving a balanced budget are 
to increase revenue sources and reduce expenditures in a 
reasonable manner. Although inflation in our country is 
serious, Our state continues to experience a very serious 
shortage of cash due to the rapid devaluation of the dong 
and mistakes on our part. Over the long range, we must 
make fundamental improvements to the monetary sys- 
tem so that our country’s currency is closely linked to 
international currencies, that is, is convertible at home 
and abroad. In the immediate future, additional money 
can be issued at the rate required to meet the needs of 
production and procurements to control goods. It is also 





necessary to study the possibility of issuing a dong based 
on the gold standard. Bank credit activities must be 
restored to their proper position: granting loans on the 
basis of capital that can be mobilized; making loans to 
entities which directly support production; encouraging 
savings deposits and making loans in accordance with 
the interest rates schedule set by the state; closely com- 
bining loans and the payment of loans; payment rela- 
tions must be implemented through the transfer of funds 
at the bank; the use of credit capital supplied by the bank 
to meet budget expenditure needs must be stopped at an 
early date; and loans made from capital in the form of 
newly issued money must be limited to the maximum 


degree possible. 


3. Another no less urgent matter is the need to revamp 
the economic management mechanism and reorganize 
distribution-circulation. 


To begin with, it is necessary to quickly shift production 
Organizations to economic accounting and socialist busi- 
ness practices; implement the principles of self-funding 
and recovering capital on one’s own; make economic 
efficiency and profits the standards for evaluating the 
results of production and business; not allow enterprises 
to formulate loss plans; and not use capital of the budget 
to compensate for losses. 


Establishing a new management mechanism in keeping 
with the spirit of the resolution of the Third Plenum of 
the Sixth Party Committee means: on the one hand, we 
must allow basic economic units to display greater 
initiative and creativity on the basis of the principle of 
democratic socialism and on the basis of making eco- 
nomic accounting and socialist business practices the 
essence of management; on the other hand, each basic 
unit must create its own sources of capital, use these 
sources in a rational manner, produce many products 
and goods for society, balance the three interests and 
maintain a rational relationship between capital forma- 
tion and consumption with the aim of stimulating 
expanded reproduction. 


Inflation fighting measures must be taken not only 
within the field of production, but also within the field of 
distribution-circulation. 


To begin with, let us discuss prices, as mentioned above, 
one major characteristic of inflation in our country is 
that it is occurring within a social market that still 
consists of two components: the organized market and 
the free market. These two components support, stimu- 
late, control and oppose each other. The very large 
difference in prices between these two market compo- 
nents draws goods from the organized market to the free 
market and creates the tendency to do business by 
profiting by the difference in prices. To correct this 
situation, it is necessary to gradually eliminate the dif- 
ference in prices between these two market components. 
The basic factor in stabilizing prices and establishing 
balance between the two markets is that state-operated 
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commerce must bring more goods under its control in 
order to acquire the strength needed to control the market. 
In necessary cases, the state must spend a large amount of 
money to buy such essential goods as grain and consumer 
goods from the collective and individual economies and 
then adjust the prices of these goods in order to recover 
the money spent. The state must wage a determined 
struggle against profiteering and hoarding, against the 
production and sale of fake goods. There are many rea- 
sons why goods and money are flowing in one direction, 
from state warehouses to the free market, one of which is 
the difference in prices. We must look for every way to 
eliminate the conditions that make it possibie to profit by 
the difference in prices, establish a new and reasonabi« 
price scale and eventually implement a one price mecha- 
nism. For the immediate future, two prices are acceptable 
for a small number of basic materials and essential con- 
sumer goods. This, however, must be considered a tem- 
porary measure taken reluctantly. 


In every society, wage earners are the persons who 
directly bear the consequences of inflation, of rapidly 
rising prices at a time when nominal wages are not 
increasing at the same rate, which leads to a serious 
decline in real wages. Our country’s current wage system 
is unreasonable in many respects. Every locality, sector 
and unit has its own wage and bonus policy. The very 
wide differences among these policies have resulted in 
workers who have the same occupational skills and who 
make equal contributions receiving very different wages, 
thus seriously violating the principle of social fairness. 
The urgent problem facing us now is the need to cor- 
rectly determine the wages of cadres, manual workers, 
civil servants and the armed forces with the aims of 
providing them with a minimum standard of living and 
correcting the serious inequities in the current wage 
system. A unified, nationwide wage policy must be 
enacted, the sooner, the better (one based on financial 
capabilities, not on who can get what for themselves). 


The state must soon refine and establish uniformity 
among the policies which provide material incentives to 
collectives of workers to raise their labor productivity 
and maintain labor discipline. It must adopt correct 
methods for managing the wage fund, methods based on 
socialist business practices. It must adjust the prices of 
industrial goods and bring them into a reasonable rela- 
tionship with agricultural product procurement prices. It 
must take determined steps to stop production units 
from competing against one another for higher wages 
and prices by improper methods, sometimes even by 
eating into the fixed assets of the enterprise, thereby 
causing disorder within the economy. 


The commerce sector, which consists of the home trade 
and foreign trade sectors, plays an especially important 
role in correcting the disorder within distribution and 
circulation. 


In recent years, the state has invested a rather large 
amount of capital in this field but the returns have been 
very low. State-operated commerce has not only failed to 


fulfill its task of controlling goods, controlling money 
and controlling the market, but, in many cases, has also 
aided dishonest merchants siphoning goods from state 
warehouses onto the free market or held onto goods to 
profit by the difference in prices, thus causing consider- 
able losses to the economy. 


To correct this situation, we must, together with taking 
measures to concentrate the supply of goods within 
state-operated commerce, tightly manage and effectively 
use in business the supply of goods currently in the hands 
of the state. Economic and administrative measures 
(including the various forms of requisitioning) must be 
combined to conduct inspections and deal with unlawful 
warehouse inventories of production units. A heavy 
inventory tax must be imposed upon commerce organi- 
zations which hold onto goods while awaiting higher 
prices. And, units which raise prices on their own before 
being ordered to do so by the state must be heavily fined. 


We must reorganize the management of foreign trade, 
the management of exports-imports and the manage- 
ment of foreign currency. Greater returns must be 
achieved from the use of foreign currency to support the 
development needs of the economy nationwide. The 
disorder in the management of foreign trade stems from 
the failure to establish a clear division between the 
functions, authority and scope of business of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Trade (now the Ministry of Overseas 
Economy) and the various sectors and localities, which 
has led to a situation which undermines the principle of 
the monopolization of foreign trade by the state. In the 
immediate future, we must dismant!s a number of for- 
eign trade business organizations (which are deemed 
unnecessary) of the sectors and localities in order to 
quickly put an end to competition in procurements and 
sales on the domestic and international markets. We 
must reexamine the mechanism which allows the sectors 
and localities to meet foreign currency needs on their 
own. We must stop the practice of domestic economic 
units making payment to one another in foreign cur- 
rency. All payments in and conversions of foreign cur- 
Sa ee 
nk. 


With inflation as serious as it is today, the state must 
take drastic measures to control all foreign trade rights, 
tightly manage foreign currency, gold and silver and 
centralize each source of the principal foreign currencies. 
At the same time, it must actively attract foreign cur- 
rency from other sources, such as loans, aid, overseas 
Vietnamese and so forth to use in a planned way to meet 
pressing and essential needs of the entire national econ- 
omy. It is truly absurd for a central government to 
control such a very low percentage of foreign currency as 
ours does today. 


Once correct policies have been adopted, the factor of 
decisive significance in the struggle against inflation is to 
restore and build stronger economic discipline and 
order. If this is not done, our inflation fighting plan will 
remain on paper and be of no use in life at all. 
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To successfully combat inflation, we must overcome the 
serious difficulties currently being experienced with 
grain. In the immediate future, we must put a stop to the 
“rice panic” now taking place in some municipalities 
and industrial zones. Many different and well coordi- 
nated measures must be employed to mobilize all the 
people to participate in the struggle against inflation and 
to wage this struggle in an urgent and steadfast manner 
without being impetuous but also without being half- 
hearted as we proceed down the path of vigorously 
shifting each economic activity to socialist business 
accounting. At this time, each measure adopted to com- 
bat inflation must be aimed at stimulating the strong 
development of planned commodity production. 
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{Article by Vu Cao Dam, director of the Management 
Science Institute, the State Economic Planning Commis- 
sion} 


[Text] 1. The Basic Flaws of the Management Apparatus 


At present, there are 52 agencies in our country directly 
subordinate to the Council of Ministers, which are called 
by different names, such as commissions, ministries, 
general departments, line departments and subordinate 
institutes. Based on their functions, they can be divided 
into the following several basic types: 


—State management agencies, such as the Planning 
Commission, the Science and Technology Commis- 
sion, the Ministry of Finance and the Cropland Man- 
agement General Department; 


—Production-business organizations (or semi produc- 
tion-business), such as the Ministry of Marine Prod- 
ucts and the Chemicals General Department; 


—Scientific research, investigative and professional 
organizations, such as the Social Sciences Commis- 
sion, the Meteorology and Hydrology General Depart- 
ment, the Survey-Maps Department and the institutes 
subordinate to the Council of Ministers, such as the 
Vietnam Institutes of Science, the National Atomic 
Energy Institute and the National Technology Insti- 
tute. 


Here, several questions come to mind: why are organi- 
zations that have the same function called by different 
names? For example, although they are all management 
agencies, some are called commissions while others are 
called ministries or general departments. Although they 
all share the same name, some general departments are 
management agencies while others organize production 





and business, organize research and investigations or 
perform professional work. Were giving different names 
to organizations which have the same function or giving 
the same name to organizations with have different 
functions intentional and scientifically based or were 
they accidental phenomena that occurred in the process 
of the spontaneous formation of organizations? 


Answering these questions clearly will surely provide the 
argumentation for reorganizing and increasing the effec- 
tiveness of the apparatus. 


When we first began to build the country, we established 
a number of ministries. Later, these were divided to 
establish new ministries. For example, at first, we estab- 
lished the Ministry of Industry-Commerce. Later, this 
was divided into the Ministry of Industry and the 
Ministry of Commerce. Then, the Ministry of Industry 
was divided into the Ministry of Heavy Industry and the 
Ministry of Light Industry. Further divisions followed. 
The purpose of dividing the ministries was understood 
as supporting specialization by sector. And, the minis- 
tries of this type were understood as being ministries 
which provided production-business management by 
economic-technical sector. Deserving of attention here is 
that, on the momentum of development of the social 
division of labor and increasing specialization, the sub- 
dividing of the sectors and trades is an endless process. 
However, there are limits to the process of dividing the 
ministries into smaller ministries. This is the first diffi- 
culty we encounter when considering guidelines for the 
development of the ministries. 


At the same time that certain ministries were being 
divided, others were being merged. For example, the 
Ministry of Power merged with the Ministry of Mines 
and Coal and the Ministry of Agriculture merged with 
the Ministry of Food Industry, the basic reasoning being 
to organize all aspects of production, from the produc- 
tion or mining of raw materials to processing, while 
reducing the number of management echelons. How- 
ever, here, too, we encounter a difficult problem: this 
relationship also develops ad infinitum on the momen- 
tum of the development of production technology. For 
example, coal is not only used as the fuel in the genera- 
tion of electricity, but is also used as a raw material in 
numerous sectors within the chemical industry. Agricul- 
tural products are not only supplied to the food industry, 
but also to many other industrial sectors (rubber, leather 
goods, pharmaceuticals, etc.). 


Because the division of labor and cooperation in labor 
are highly dynamic processes capable of developing ad 
infinitum, they led to disputes and counter-productive 
efforts in the management of basic units, to difficulties 
and confusion in continuing the policy of subdividing 
and merging the ministries managing the sectors. 


The problems mentioned above have not created much 
by way of obstacles to organizations. Most troublesome 
are the questions: why have numerous management 
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mechanisms been ineffective, why are the ministries and 
general departments most concerned with presenting 
requests to the Council of Ministers for a reduction in 
their plan norms, for the relaxation of economic-tech- 
nical quotas and for more materials? Many persons 
maintain that these are enterprises that have yet to adopt 
economic accounting. Some socialist countries discussed 
this matter at great length and conducted serious pilot 
projects in economic accounting on the ministerial level. 
But many years have passed without one success being 
recorded, the basic reason being that the ministries were 
assigned to opposite functions, providing state manage- 
ment and engaging in production and business. This has 
led to numerous flaws: 


—Because they must devote their effort to meeting plan 
norms, the ministries are forced to violate laws, laws 
which they themselves proposed to regulate produc- 
tion. For example, the Ministry of Forestry must meet 
the norms of its timber harvesting plan and also 
perform the task of forester. 


—Because they have had to relax the law for themselves, 
the ministries have found it difficult to seriously deal, 
from the standpoint of state administration, with 
violations by enterprises which are outside the minis- 
try but under state management. 


—More regrettably, there have been cases in which a 
ministry, in the name of state ownership, has engaged 
in a dispute over interests with the other segments of 
the economy that still exist in an objective manner 
within society. 


These flaws have weakened the economic function of the 
socialist state. 


2. Dynamic Pilot Projects in Our Country 


The problems in the organization of the ministries have 
given rise to many practical solutions of value, the 
direction of which is the continued improvement of 
management. 


First, there is the lesson of unsuccessful experiments. We 
divided and merged ministries on many different occa- 
sions. For example, the food product industry was once 
under the Ministry of Industry and once under the 
Ministry of Agriculture. This shows that the restructur- 
ing of the apparatus by dividing or merging ministries 
has not proven to be a measure which yields the desired 
results. 


Second, there are the pilot projects that have proven to 
possess vitality. These involve the formation of general 
departmenis which, although recorded in documents as 
having a state management function, actually exist and 
operate purely as a production-business company. 
Within these organizations are enterprises, stores, ser- 
vice units and institutes. The operations of the basic 
units within the general departments are very clearly 





directed toward production with the aim of producing 
products under specific contracts between the general 
department and domestic and foreign customers. 


On the basis of this reality, it can be asserted: a host of 


vitality. This is an extremely important practical experi- 
ence in finding a solution to the problem of how to 
organize the state apparatus. 


3. Conclusions From the Lessons Learned in Organizing 
General Departments 


The general departments subordinate to the Council of 
Ministers, the heads of which are appointed by the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, are, in actuality, 
production organizations which are not subordinate to 
any ministry. This is truly a new form of organization in 
our country. It is an independent enterprise which oper- 
ates autonomously within the economic system. 


Even the “state management” function recorded in the 
statutes of the general departments actually only entails 
establishing production guidelines and organizing and 
inspecting the production of a specific sector. This is not 
at all beyond the framework of the task of the headquar- 
ters of a national monopoly. 


Many researchers in the socialist countries continue to 
be confused. They have yet to free themselves from the 
biased thinking that the organized natur: of socialism 
demands that an organization be managed by a higher 
organization—that an enterprise be part of a ministry. 
However, the question can be raised: why do many 
private enterprises exist in our country and in the other 
socialist countries independent of any ministry? Does 
the director of a national enterprise need an agency 
above him to guide and work with him, is he not 
qualified to operate on his own as the directors of private 
enterprises do? Moreover, if such were the case, would 
not private enterprises be without managers? Facts have 
shown that such is not the case. Private enterprises are 
managed. They operate within the framework of invisi- 
ble but strict constraints of laws on production and 
business, of labor and social security policies. They may 
not violate the laws of the socialist state, except in cases 
when a representative of the law is not just or is corrupt 
and does not fulfill his duty. 


Thus, the most important lesson here is that the enter- 
prise must create products for society through activities 
which comply with the law. This is not achieved by 
making the enterprise administratively subordinate to a 
ministry. What reassures us is that the existence of 
independent enterprises which are not administratively 
subordinate to any ministry is a phenomenon that has 
been accepted, in practical terms, in our country and a 
host of other socialist countries. 
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4. Concerning a Pian for Simplifying the Maaagement 
Apparatus 


The basic objectives in simplifying the 
apparatus involve two points: first, making the manage- 
ment apparatus effective, and second, making the man- 
agement apparatus streamlined. 


To achieve these objectives, it is necessary to divide the 
apparatus into two types of organizations with indepen- 
dent functions: production-business and state manage- 
ment. This solution is based on the following: 


—Eliminating the conflict of functions within an orga- 


—Truly granting independence to production and busi- 
ness enterprises. The producer should be freed from 
every bureaucratic constraint of the “upper level” and 


—On this basis, the effectiveness of the state manage- 
ment activities of the Council of Ministers will 
increase. The ministers will truly perform the function 


Steen cdl te tinaaion CiEs ledede Geet be 


the Council of Ministers can be maintained, but these 
general departments would not participate in state man- 
agement work. 


Under this organizational plan, enterprises would 
develop independently in accordance with the economic 
returns from production. For example, sugar mills would 
be able to sign short-term contracts with sugarcane 
growers but also be able to join together in production 
combines encompassing everything from the production 
of raw materials to the sale of products without the 
impediment of this combine being part of the Ministry 
of Agriculture or the Ministry of Industry. 


b. With the gradual separation of independent enter- 
prises from the ministries, ministries without enterprises 
will emerge and will have but one remaining function, 
providing state management. This situation will create 
the objective conditions for merging ministries which 


have a purely state management function. 





Then, to provide state management of all the industrial 
sectors, we will need to have only a ministry of industry. 
At the same time, we will only need to have a Ministry of 


does not address. 
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[Article by Nguyen Van Huy, deputy chief, the Central 
Economic Management Research Institute] 


[Text] Under socialism, the state, representing the power 
of the people, exercises national ownership of the 
country's primary means of production. As a result, both 
the need and the capability emerge for the state to 
manage the entire national economy in accordance with 


a plan. 
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—Conduct inspections. 


The direct management of business is complying with 
the guidelines and working within the sphere established 


This is the function of business units which have the 
status of an individual under the law and are financially 
autonomous. 


In general, the relationship between these two functions 
is the relationship between strategy and tactics. Strategy 
is determined on the basis of tactical successes. The 
application of tactics must comply with strategy. 


Within this relationship, there is no arbitrariness or 
rigidity. The state relaxes its control, but not to usher in 
anarchy. It tolerates reasonabie diversity provided that it 
is controlled. The granting of management responsibili- 
ties goes hand in hand with maintaining discipline and 
order. There must be an open flow of information 
between the upper and lower levels to insure that the 
upper level is abreast of all the necessary information of 
the lower levels and is not dependent upon the subjective 
desires of the lower levels. And, there are 
regulations common to all, it is still necessary to make 
exceptions in special cases. 


Within the diversified model of development based on 
the revamped economic management mechanism, the 
state can, to varying degrees, transfer some of its man- 
agement work to the lower levels. 


In summary, the state manages the economy through two 
functions: 


—The administrative-economic management function, 
or the state management provided by the various 
levels of the administration and the management 
agencies on the upper level; 


—The direct management of business by basic units and 
economic organizations. 


The person who heads a ministry or one of the people's 
committees on the various levels is not only completely 
responsible for his decisions, but must also be responsi- 
ble (as the minister or the chairman of the people's 
committee) for the results of the business management of 
the basic economic units subordinate to his ministry or 
within his locality. For example, if basic industrial units 
lack coal and must cease production, the Ministry of 
Energy must bear the responsibility. If textile units lack 
thread and workers must take time off or if the products 
produced are of poor quality, the Minister of Light 
Industry must bear the responsibility.... These are only 
examples. The specific degree of responsibility must be 
determined on a case by case basis. 





The general director of a federation of enterprises or a 
corporation which manages an entire sector nationwide 
Se 

of implementing a number of aspects of state manage- 
ment of the economic-technical sector of which he is in 
charge. We should not confuse, combine as one or totally 
separate the administrative-cconomic management 
function and the function of directly managing business. 


Confusing, combining as one and, in particular, allowing 
administrative-economic management to encroach upon 
production and business are the main features of bureau- 
cracy and are harmful to production. But it is also a 
mistake to completely separate the two and say that 
administrative-economic management and business are 


totally independent and in no way related. 


In practice, there are very many cases in which the 
different levels of administration must fulfill the admin- 
economic situation is unstable and many difficulties are 
faced) and still perform a number of jobs related to 
business management (the minister doing the work of 
finding supplies, finding foreign currency for the 
enterprise...). 


Even units whose main function is business management 
must offer their opinions in administrative-cconomic 
management work when, in light of their own realities, 
they see something which is not appropriate. 


The dividing line between administrative-cconomic 
management and business management is the dividing 
line between the function of the various levels of state 
administration and the function of the basic units of the 
national economy in business management. The objects 
and tools of management on either side of this line are 
not entirely the same. Management objectives are differ- 
ent in nature and scope and the management apparatus 
operates on the basis of different principles. 


In the entire work of managing the national economy, it 
is necessary to clearly distinguish between and properly 
combine these two management functions within one 
ment functions must be reflected in coordination among 
the scale of the state management apparatus, the scale of 
the management apparatus at business units and the 
scale of development of the national economy and 
between the agencies which provide state economic 
management and the management organizations of basic 
units, with no intermediary echelons. 


Clearly distinguishing between and properly combining 
administrative-economic management and business 
management is an important basis for reorganizing the 
current economic management system and management 
mechanism of the national economy. 
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1. We suggest that the concep “business” be used in its 
broad sense consisting of lawful economic activities 
aimed at serving the interests of basic units in produc- 
tion, circulation and the services. “Production-business” 


can be understood as production being the most impor- 
tant activity and being outside business. 


Round Table Conference 


The Renewal of Our Literature and Arts Within 
the Party’s Cause of Renovation* 

42100009k Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
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[Text] On 9 March 1988, with the aim of charting a clear 
ideological course in the current renewal of our literature 
and arts in keeping with the spirit of Political Bureau 
Resolution 05-NQ/TU on “Revamping and Raising the 
Standards of Leadership and Management of Literature, 
the Arts and Culture, Unleashing Creativity and Bring- 
ing Literature, the Arts and Culture to a New Level of 
Development,” TAP CHI CONG SAN held a round 
table conference called “The Renewal of Our Literature 
and Arts Within the Party's Cause of Renovation.” 

Attending the seminar were Tran Do, Nguyen Van Hanh 
and Tu Son (the Culture, Literature and Arts Depart- 
ment of the Party Central Committee); the artists Duong 
Vien (general secretary of the Association of Fine Artists) 
and Xuan Trinh (deputy general secretary of the Associ- 
ation of Performing Artists); the writers and poets Bui 
Hieu, Te Hanh and Hoang Trung Thong (the Writers’ 
Association), Ngoc Tu (TAP CHI TAC PHAM VAN 
HOC), Le Luu (TAP CHI VAN NGHE QUAN DOl); the 
literary theorists, critics and researchers Hong Chuong 
(the Vietnam Writers’ Association); Ho Si Vinh (TAP 
CHI NGHIEN CUU VAN HOA NGHE THUAT), Ngu- 


Teachers College Number 1), etc. Also attending were 
Ha Xuan Truong, the editor-in-chief, together with the 
Editorial Board and the cadres of the Culture and 
Education Department of TAP CHI CONG SAN. 


The conference began with TAP CHI CONG SAN 
Editor-in-Chief Ha Xuan Truong explaining the objec- 
tives and requirements of the conference and the method 
by which it would be conducted, clearly stating the need 
to achieve renewal of literature and the arts against the 
broad background of the party's renovation campaign: 
“Renovation is a matter of survival, is the spirit, the 
revolutionary essence of each activity of our party, state 
and society. Renovation is not something we are moved 
to by inspiration, but a choice to which we have given 
thought and are making with high determination and 
great resolve. It is an arduous process, one which 
demands knowledge and a scientific approach. There- 
fore, it is to be expected that we will be debating and 


reexamining one or many matters, including basic mat- 
will 
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literature and arts, perhaps 
with the following matters: 1) Evaluating the actual state 
of our literature and arts yesterday and today; 2) The 
relationship between literature-the arts and politics or 
the leadership of the party and the creative freedom of 


period of many years while charting a course for our 
thinking, for renewal in literary and art activities. 


Regarding the matters that have been raised, I would like 
to concentrate on two points: 


Generally speaking, the line and policies of the party on 
literature and the arts are correct. Were they not, how 
could we have built such a large and beautiful literary 
and art front as we have today, how could we have swept 
away the influences of the literature and arts of old-style 
colonialism and neo-colonialism? But there have been 
times when our understanding of Marxism as it applies 
to literature and the arts has been simplistic and rigid, 
which, as we know has limited us, even led to mistakes. 
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The directives and resolutions of the party set forth 
making deductions from them must be done by the 
persons who work in literature and the arts. The opinion 
of one leader of the party is no reason to praise, find fault 
with or ban a work of literature or art. Everyone has the 


express their opinions. 


Although it works closely with each person, the party 
ultimately leads literature and the arts through the 
professional organizations. It can be neither too strict 
nor too lax. Rather, it must monitor the situation and 
correct mistakes. The party has opinions but does not 
express them in the form of edicts. It assembles writers 
and artists around itself but does not make them all fit 
the same mold or shape them all in the same image. Nor 
does it allow anyone to use a temporary mistake as a 
reason to deny the necessity for leadership by the party. 


Here, one issue arises: the relationship between litera- 
ture-the arts and politics. The literature and arts of every 
era have their own ideological and, in narrow terms, 
political nature. Literature and the arts are closely tied to 
politics. This is natural and requires no further explana- 


aseugh bistenp—bus teary and on castepions ofl 
exist, are still read, are still passionately revered? 
Although he once spoke about the “immortality of the 
masterpieces,” Marx did not explain why they are 
immortal and although the Marxists in the Soviet Union 
have frequently debated this issue, they have not drawn 
any truly satisfactory conclusions. We will also discuss 
this question but, instead of doing so now, I would like to 
go on to another matter: adopting new thinking in 
literature and the arts. 


Do writers need to adopt new thinking? They do need to 
adopt new thinking very much, very much. But to do 
this, they must first know the old. I would like to ask: 
what is the old thinking? Not many persons are able to 
answer this question or, if they do, their answer is only a 
cursory one. Now, however, we are beginning to learn, 
but only beginning. The struggle to adopt new thinking is 
a necessary and timely struggle but it will also be a rather 
long struggle. There is much old thinking that must be 
changed but it is thinking that is undemocratic or lacking 
in democracy that must be changed first. Democratizing 
thinking, creativity, criticism, theory and even organiza- 


right of each person to be a collective master. Liberal- 
ization creates chaos and disregard for principles. Lenin 
once said that we must fight egalitarianism of every 
form, oppose putting everyone on a level plane and 
pressing everyone into the same mold, and combat the 


As for myself, I do not think that the quality of our 
literature has become poorer over the past 10 years. I see 


others of which are worrisome. If we look at the number 
of book titles, the number of copies of books and the 
number of types of ‘wooks published, at creative trends, 
especially since the 1980's, and at public opinion in the 


development unprecedented. For a new work to assume 
a life of its own in public opinion and become the subject 
of debate is something to be welcomed, not feared. What 
we should fear is times when the situation becomes 
confused due to many different causes, including the 
complexity of the socio-economic situation. 


A second opinion to which my attention has been drawn 
concerns illustration. Our literature has been more than 
simply an illustrative literature over the past several 
decades. Nguyen Minh Chau wrote very forcefully about 
this malady. | read what he wrote and found myself 
being terribly “persuaded.” But having thought about it 
and “waking up,” I now feei that the matter needs to be 
discussed again. While it is true that this malady has 
existed within our literature, to call it an inherent 
malady which encompasses everything is to malign our 
literature to excess. Even in the war, our literature 
created worthy values. I contend that the word “illus- 
trate” is not entirely bad. To “illustrate” the heroism of 
the nation as was done in “Mothers Take Up Arms” and 
“The Mahogany Forest” was unparalicled and was not 
something that could easily be done by just anyone. 
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edness of a work of art, namely, that, compared to 
reality, to the demands of the public today, only one 
aspect of the work is being stressed, are also things which 
must be thoroughly pointed out. Only in this way is it 


Perhaps no one has forgotten 
with 


moment to the literary situation that existed prior to 
1945 through the popular “Anthology of Modern Liter- 


House. A 
re-evaluation of Han Mac Tu, Vu Trong Phung and 
others, even Tu Luc Van Doan, is at this point 
in time. But it would not be proper to affirm, or demand 
the “reinstatement” of, the values 


Returning to the evaluation—it is necessary to clearly 
define where we begin and what our objectives are. 
Emphasizing where we begin and demanding that we 
adopt an historical perspective do not mean that we are 
tives are in the face of the demands of renovation does 
not mean that we are negating the achievements that 


Bui Hien: the law of the natural development of history 
is that new, young writers emerge during each period to 


revolution. This is proof that the corps of writers has 
continued to be closely tied to the life of the nation, to 
the destiny of the country, in a stage of history filled with 
enormous changes, the thorough and pathetic nature of 


times stronger 
than we, the ability of the writer matched and coincided 
with the tenacity of the entire nation. When that page of 
history turned and it became necessary to think about 
new ethics and establishing new interpersonal relations, 
it became clear that the breadth of vision and the range 
of thinking of writers were limited, were inadequate, that 
their thinking was even confused. This is particularly 
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now and will be doing in the future. We look back on the 
past not only to see what has been accomplished, to see 


fields with the attitude of squarely facing the truth, in the 
taken or outmoded ways of thinking and acting in order 
to make steadier and more rapid progress. 


The issue of literature-the arts and politics, which has 
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because, in these activities, man is from narrow 
constraints, is “liberated” so that he can speak his most 
deeply held thoughts. The strengths of literature and the 
arts are life, the spirit of humanism, beauty, sincerity, 
uniqueness and the new. 

Some say that politics is short-range while literature and 
the arts are long-range. Actually, such is not the case 
great politics as well as great literature are enduring. 


With its high level of organization and its strength, 
politics strongly controls every aspect of social life, every 
field of human activity, not just literature and the arts. It 
1S NOt surprising that the most important tasks are called 
political tasks. The line on culture, literature and the arts 
is essentially the political line in culture, literature and 
the arts. But literature and the arts, as mentioned above, 


leadership is not merely a matter of power. It is a major 
ibility as well. Therefore, it is necessary to take a 

new approach, to raise standards in order to provide 

knowledgeable leadership in accordance with laws. 


history and the standards of the corps, literature and the 
arts have not developed smoothly. Rather, rightism and 
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Ha Xuan Truong: we have opened two issues: making 
this evaluation and the relationship between literature- 
the arts and politics but we still have not probed them in 
depth. 


In a number of newspapers there has recently been more 
talk about the shortcomings of literature and the arts but 
no explanation as to why we do not have great literature 
and great arts. 


While it is true that we look back on yesterday from the 
perspective of today and the needs of development, we 
must also look back on and analyze the past from an 
historical perspective. These two factors are not contra- 
dictory. Taking an historical perspective means placing 
issues and events within the context of specific condi- 
tions—the historical circumstances that caused their 
emergence. To look at yesterday correctly is to see both 
strengths and weaknesses, to clearly distinguish between 
historical inevitability and the subjective impact of man, 
the role and responsibility of the collective and the 
individual. And are we taking en historical perspective 
because we fear being negated? in my opinion, just the 
opposite can be said because if we did fear being negated, 
we would not dare look back on history in an objective 
and comprehensive way. It must also be said that, from 
the standpoint of methodology, the purpose of taking an 
historical perspective is not only to make judgments 
about yesterday, but also to make judgments about today 
and forecast the future. 


I agree with Tran Do: the need to carry out renovation is 
a common need. Renovation does not mean that the 
Sixth Congress negated what the Fifth Congress did or 
that the Sth Congress negated what the Fourth Congress 
did. Recently, in our criticism and evaluation of the 
Situation in literature and the arts in past years, the 
approach taken has been one-sided and has given the 
impression that things done in the past are being improp- 
erly and unfairly negated, such as the Third Congress of 
Writers. In every event, there are likely to be things that 
are right and things that are wrong. Observations, there- 
fore, must be based on the practical aspects of the things 
accomplished. This is the only way to be scientific and 
objective. It is not a matter of who but a matter of 
serving the common cause. We should not think that 
anyone who speaks about being modern and is outspo- 
ken in his criticism is someone who desires renovation 
while anyone who looks back on yesterday and speaks 
about achievements is someone who does not. 


Xuan Trinh: I agree with Nguyen Van Hanh and Thieu 
Mai that we look back on the past to gain experience for 
today and that evaluating a stage of literature and the 
arts is not something that can be done from the perspec- 
tive of only one point in time. 


In 1975, immediately after the entire country had been 
liberated, we sent many theater companies to the South. 
They performed, among others, such plays as “Our 
Company Commander,” the modern theater plays “Vo 


Thi Sau” and “Central Highlands Thunder”(folk songs) 


and “Quan Am Thi Kinh,” causing quite a stir. Many in 
the audiences cried. I think that socialist realist literature 
in the war had the strength not only to move us, but also 
to move our fellow countrymen in the newly liberated 
zones. The public was very sincerely moved. No one was 
faking. But only several months later, these companies 
had not audiences. This was because our literature was 
shifting from war time to peace time but did not make 
this transition promptly and thus found itself in crisis. 
This crisis was real and the moving emotions that 
preceded it were also real. In evaluating the theater 
during the resistance against the United States is our 
starting point that period of time itself or the aesthetic 
demands of today? Bui Hien and I once traveled to the 
battlefield together. I visited southern Laos, Quang Tri, 
Thua Thien,... If anyone had told me back then to write 
bad things about the war, I would not have been able to 
do so because I did not see anything bad. Life was very 
heroic, very moving. At that time, the artist either did 
not see or was not interested in trivial wrongs. Back then, 
they were very sincere about things which we see today 
as simple and naive. But we cannot write today as we did 
back then. Life is different. These are things to which 
attention must be given when making this evaluation. 


Were there strict controls in place within literature and 
art back then? There were, but it was not only the 
leadership of literature and the arts that was strict. When 
I wrote “Vietnam, My Country,” many very critical 
opinions were expressed by the public because I 
described a very fierce fight being waged by our armed 
forces in Vinh Linh, even though I was only reflecting a 
small portion of that reality. I think that this happened 
not out of any feeling of bitterness, but as a result of one 
simple premise: the fight required that many more 
persons be mobilized for the front, not that they be 
struck with fear. In view of this need, I revised my work 
accordingly. However, as I look back on that stage, I still 
feel a very deep sense of pride. Because, I reflected the 
main features of the war. 


Ha Xuan Truong divides the theater into two periods: 
1980-82 and 1982-85. In my view, this represents a 
process of gradual, continual progress, with 1985 being 
the pinnacle. There was a time when the theater, due to 
the audience crisis, sought to satisfy theatrical tastes 
which lean toward amusement and entertainment 
because the conditions did not exist for raising any 
matter of substance. Then, preparations for the 1985 
festival and the appearance of “In the Name of Justice” 
ushered in the era of literature and the arts being allowed 
to address the issues of life. This was followed by the 
appearance of “Summer at Sea” (written in 1982 but not 
published until 1985), “I and We,” etc. From this, I draw 
a lesson: if we cause literature and the arts to lack 
content, they will become all form and no substance, will 
become entertainment. 


The years 1984-and 1985 were a period in which the 
theater produced many plays, many good plays. The 
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recently issued Resolution 05 stresses that literature and 
the arts must address the issues of life today. Our 
literature and arts will develop strongly by moving in this 
direction. However, to put the spirit of the resolution 
into practice, we must join together as one, not turn our 
backs on one another. Because, the responsibility of the 
writer and artist today is greater, is heavier than ever 
before. The resolution has laid the premises for the 
development of literature and the arts. Whether or not 
we have works of art today depends upon the efforts and 
talents of artists. For this reason, too, we need an 
environment of unity and consensus, need a spiritual 
peace so that we can work, can create... 


Footnotes 


* Concerning the “humanism-masterpieces” issue, the 
Party Secretariat expressed the following opinions: this 
was a political case concerning which a conclusion was 
reached and which was resolved. It will not be re- 
examined. At present, the Secretariat has agreed to allow 
the Department of Culture, Literature and Art of the 
Party Central Committee and concerned agencies to 
examine in detail each writer and artist who participated 
in the “humanism-masterpieces” case and each of their 
works and to consider whether to accept them back into 
the Vietnam Writers’ Association on the basis of the 
attitude and activities of each person (which is not to be 
called restoring membership Ngoc Le). 


1. Some comrades sent theses or papers containing the 
Opinions they were going to express but, for unexpected 
reasons, were unable to attend. 


(Continued next issue) 


Ideological Life 


‘Da Gie Nang’ 
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[Article by Nguyen Chinh] 
[Text] Is it the name of a drug? 


Yes, it is a type of drug once used in our country, 
particularly in rural areas, where it was used as a 
“cure-all.” But no one knew better back then. Popular 
knowledge of medical science was limited. Thinking that 
“sickness occurs as a result of sudden changes in the 
weather,” they were accustomed to boiling up a pot of 
water and getting some medicinal herbs from the garden. 
It was a rarity to have “Western” medicine. In actuality, 
however, “Da Gie Nang” was good for only a few 
specific ailments. Fortunately, we have not seen special- 
ists produce any statistics on cases of poisoning caused 
by this drug. But that time is past. Now, every village has 
a public health station or at least a medicine cabinet. 


Now, every mother ard father in the countryside knows 
that “Da Gie Nang” does not cure nervous disorders or 
that rubbing the red medicine on oneself will not cure a 
stomach ache. 


And such is the story of this drug. It is also a story from 
a time now past. 


Today, however, we have more than a few “cure-all” 
cadres within the apparatus of the party and state. This 
is a modern day phenomenon about which something 
should be said. 


Years ago, amidst the special circumstances of the war 
and due to the needs of the situation back then, each 
cadre and party member, imbued with patriotism and 
hatred of the enemy, stood ready to accept any task or 


* job provided that it contributed to victory on the battle- 


field and the success of the revolution. Cadres volun- 
teered to be “all purpose knives” in this fight to the end. 
As a result, there were mass movements on the front- 
lines, in the rear and even within the strongholds of the 
enemy to achieve our ultimate goal: total victory. 


Today, although our revolution has entered a new stage 
and although the targets, requirements and tasks of the 
revolution are different, cadre work has been revamped 
slowly and still reflects the old way of thinking. At many 
places, the situation is the same: comrade A, who is 
working in forestry, is transferred to office work. Later, 
he is given a job in agricultural transformation and then 
subsequently reassigned to a job which involves moni- 
toring emulation. Comrade B is transferred from his job 
in a business corporation to the agricultural department 
and then to office work. Some cadres are even assigned 
to jobs which are in no way related to their special field. 
A cadre in charge of a machine works is transferred and 
finds himself in charge of a culture-information office. 
By the time these “cure-all” cadres have been “worn 
down” by successive transfers and things appear to have 
stabilized, they are about to retire. This is not to mention 
that more than a few cadres who received formal training 
and a diploma at considerable expense are being utilized 
in a job for which they were not trained. This training 
can be considered as having been “thrown away.” 


One question arises: are such “cure-all” cadres harmful? 
Allow me to respond: “They are.” During the period of 
state subsidies, some of them have caused losses in the 
millions of dong. 


—Were any held accountable for these losses? Were any 
of them disciplined? 


—Yes, many persons were disciplined for the crime of 
being irresponsible. But payment for damages, from 
where were they to come? It is also a crime that they 
received not the least bit of training for the job they 
were assigned! But that’s the way these “cure-all” 
cadres are! 
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Because these cadres are transferred to many different 
jobs in their lifetime, they think they know everything. 
Their knowledge, however, is vague and less than deep. 
And, this naturally leads to their “guessing,” to saying 
what others say and speaking in generalities. The opin- 
ions they express while working in one sector are com- 
pletely different from what they say when transferred to 
another sector. Some of these persons, in addition to 
their main duty, are also in charge of a number of 
sectors, each of which is important. These are truly super 
“cure-all” cadres. Despite this, some of them still over- 
estimate their “cure-all” qualifications and make 
speeches and issue directives at every meeting and 
conference. 


Ordinarily, after 25 years, one generation’s work for 
society is passed on to the next generation. Thus, the 
cadres who began serving as “state people” since 1975 
have completed one-half of their time. Therefore, any- 
one among them who, due to subjective or objective 
reasons, is a “cure-all” cadre and does not bravely face 
the truth, does not bravely reevaluate himself and is 
unwilling to learn and improve himself in order to raise 
his standards surely will not be needed any longer. 


Production and business units have embarked on eco- 
nomic accounting. Each job must turn a profit. The 
special skills demanded of cadres are very specific. No 
longer can they be just general skills. This is even more 
necessary in the case of leadership and management 
cadres. Upper level cadres must be more than just the 
supervisors of the lower level, more than just the super- 
visors of basic units if they are to guide and discuss how 
operations are to be conducted. Gone are the days of 
“cursory” guidance. Also far gone are the days when 
basic production units passively accepted the opinions of 
cadres as “correct,” as “being as solid as a rock.” 


We have been and are formulating cadre planning. Each 
stage has its own basic requirements regarding this wort, 
In the spirit of squarely facing the truth and being 
determined to adopt a new approach, we must examine, 
evaluate and consider each specific case and structure 
the apparatus the way which is streamlined and effective 
with the aim of fully tapping the true capabilities of each 
cadre. To accomplish this, organizational work must be 
performed by highly qualified persons who know and 
deeply appreciate the number one importance of cadre 
work. These persons must present and defend an orga- 
nizational-cadre plan which meets the requirements of 
current tasks. It is necessary to promptly replace organi- 
zational cadres who have long lacked the necessary 
knowledge of cadre work and who perform this work in 
a passive, formal and purely administrative manner. 
Only in this way can we put an end to the problem of 
cadres becoming “cure-all” cadres. 


Letters to the Editorial Board 
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[Text] Recently, the Editorial Board of TAP CHI CONG 
SAN has received many letters, all rich and diverse in 
content, from readers. 


All these letters reflect deep concern on the part of 
readers for the country’s situation. Many persons have 
sent letters and personally visited the Editorial Board, 
contributing opinions, suggestions and proposals to the 
party concerning economic issues, social issues, party 
building and so forth...in the sincere desire to help the 
country overcome the difficulties being faced today. 


Ha Luong, an elderly party member in Da Nang, who has 
done much thinking about the work of the party, wrote: 
“The days and months keep speeding by, but the cause of 
revolution seems to be moving ahead slowly.” Why is 
this? This is a question which torments me. I recall the 
words of Uncle Ho: “The essence of the revolution is the 
party. The essence of the party is cadres. The essence of 
cadres is personal qualities. When some opportunists 
join the cause and have their way, there are no good 
qualities, there is no revolutionary movement.” 


Forthright in spirit and openly wanting the renovation 
campaign of the party to truly bring a new vitality to the 
revolution, Phan Sy Thuong and a number of teachers at 
the Bao Loc Agricultural Technical Middle School in 
Lam Dong Province wrote: “Renovation is a pressing 
requirement in the building of the country today.” Since 
the Sixth Party Congress, many resolutions of the Cen- 
tral Committee and many speeches by high ranking 
cadres have encouraged the masses. The masses hope 
that “renovation” will reverse the very difficult situation 
we are experiencing at present. However, I continue to 
be very worried about the prospects for renovation! We 
now see that the old has begun to cloak itself in the garb 
of “renovation.” In lecture halls, at conferences and in 
reports and eulogies, highly convincing words are being 
said: make the people the base; renovation is a matter of 
survival; squarely face the truth, etc. Everywhere we 
look, people are denouncing conservatism and inertia, 
people are indignantly combating parasites and persons 
engaged in negative phenomena, are criticizing bureau- 
cracy and state subsidies. Everyone sees himself as 
positive, as new. 


But alas! While we see restructuring and renovation in 
resolutions and policies, in the lessons taught in classes, 
where do we see it at specific basic units? This question 
has yet to be answered because the majority of the 





the truth about themselves, about their family, about 
their agency or unit. The reason: they are afraid of losing 
their prestige, losing their position and authority.” 


mistakes and shortcomings in positions and policies as 
well as in the handling of day to day work. 


There is a saying in the West which states: “A half a loaf 
of bread is still bread, but half a truth is a lie.” 


Many of our readers, after discussing the difficult socio- 
economic situation and the continuing spread of nega- 
tive phenomena, reached the common conclusion that 
the confidence of the masses in the party, in the positions 
and policies of the party and the state has seriously 
declined. One of the causes of this situation is that words 
are not consistent with actions; persons say one thing but 
do another, and discipline is lax and the law is not 
strictly enforced. 


Nguyen Truc, from Gia Lai-Kontum, wrote: 


“Congress after congress, the party has conducted 
reviews, has pointed out strengths and weaknesses, has 
come to realize its mistakes and set forth guidelines, 
tasks and measures for rectifying them in order to move 
ahead and achieve new targets. Party members and the 
working people are truly sympathetic. Regrettably, how- 
ever, all this activity has been like a flash of light, like a 
brief flame. This light quickly dies out, this flame is 
quickly extinguished.” 


Truong My Do from Da Nang thinks: “Our party has lost 
the confidence of the people because there are many 
persons who lie and are deceptive. They say much but do 
little or speak but do not act. What they do is the direct 
opposite of what they say. They conceal their actions 
behind words that we all like to hear. Their deceptive 


leader. The desire of a party member as poor as I is to see 
a fair and reasonable society, to see the concern and love 
we had for one another during the years of the war of 


to fate and do not contribute constructive opinions, do 
not criticize that which is wrong and no longer fulfill 
their exemplary-vanguard role. 


Huynh Tan Xa, from Dong Nai, says the following about 
this campaign: “Our people have the saying: ‘There is a 
reason for everything.’ Since our party assumed power, 
particularly in recent years, there have been few cases of 
misappropriation and theft of public property which 
have not involved, either directly or indirectly, some 
cadres and party members within the party organization 
and state apparatus. There have been few cases of 
conspiracy, bribery, suppression and retaliation or neg- 
ative phenomena, factionalism and cases of persons 
earning a living illegally which have not been related, 
either directly or indirectly, to some cadres who hold 
public position and authority. Therefore, social relations 
cannot be made wholesome if there is not a pure and 
exemplary corps of cadres and party members. For this 
reason, I suggest that, in this campaign, the upper level 
must set a good example first, must be highly determined 
and provide close guidance in order for the campaign to 
be carried out throughout the province. Conversely, if 
the upper level is indulgent of wrongdoing, if it does not 
resolve its problems well, if it is irresponsible or lax in 
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clarified a fact: the struggles for peace, national indepen- 
dence, democracy and socialism are the spearheads of 
impenalism. 


In the 1980's, the development of the world situation 
since the war—as M.S. Gorbachev observed—“demands 
that political movements make a fresh analysis of and 
rethink their tasks, that they go beyond established 


technology...to plunder the developing countries, 
impede their development and keep them in the position 
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playing the role of “world countryside” 
within the capitalist international! division of labor. In 
actuality, this is the path of the “recolonialization” of 
nationalist countries, the path of keeping tens of millions 
of laborers in poverty and misery. 
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hot spots could lead to conflicts and thus affect the peace 
and security of nations. 


In the face of the threat of a global nuclear war, how will 
the dialectic of the struggle for peace, independence and 
national sovereignty in the Third World develop? Which 
specific paths can be followed to a secure and fair world 
order? Within the framework of the world today, what is 








become fully developed within each country. We are not 
proponents of exporting revolution. At the same time, 
- - ‘uti 





Economic Council (which consists of 26 Latin American 
and Caribbean countries) and CEMA is a dynamic 
expression of cooperative relations of equality and 
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[Article by Nguyen Thanh Tuan compiled from materi- 
als on the world economy] 


[Text] As we know, in the 1970's, the rise in productivity 
slowed within many industrial sectors. And, also deserv- 
ing of attention is that in the mid-1970's, there were few 
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characteristics of the 1980's and 1990's: 


—The “third” technological revolution (computer sci- 
ence and micro-electronics), 


—The socialist and capitalist economic systems being 
organized or regulated toward intensive development, 


—Polarization within the Third World, even the split- 
ting of the Third World into two worlds; 


—Regional conflicts and global processes controlling the 
relaxation of international tensions. 


The four characteristics of the 1980's and 1990's are 
organically related to and, at the same time, create the 
scientific-technical, economic and political aspects of 
these decades. 


Thus, what will occur in these two decades? Conflicts 
and cooperation will occur at the same time and increase 
in intensity. Due to increasing interdependence, global 
processes (the arms race in the world, the world food 
material and energy problem and the problem of deco- 
lonializing the world economy) will not end. Also, these 
processes will not reduce, but exacerbate global contra- 
dictions. However, in the process of cooperation, they 





which were being imported at the rate of 100 percent 
of consumer needs; 


—West Germany was dependent upon foreign countries 
for 15 products; 


—The developing countries had to import 40 percent of 
their grain, 60 percent of their energy and 70 percent 
of their equipment; 


—The CEMA countries exported to the OPEC countries 


million workers in the OPEC countries); 


—As a result of relations with the developing countries, 
the OPEC countries maintained 9 million jobs, etc. 








, coun- 
tnes with a population in excess of 100 million usually 
establish diversified economic structures. Countries with 
a population of 20 million to 100 million generally 
establish multi-sector economic structures with a high 
degree of specialization. Countries with a population of 
from | million to 20 million usually establish economic 
structures based on the international division of labor, 
with importance attached to those export sectors which 


increasingly effective. Because, today, mankind has gone 
beyond the stage of “what to produce” and is moving 
ever deeper into the period of “how to produce.” Abun- 
dant capital and natural resources and cheap labor are no 
longer the great assets they were in developing the 
economy of cach country. Today, the indispensable 
economic factors which a developing country must have 
in order to move ahead are: 


—Technically skilled and organized labor. 


—The abili‘y to apply science and technology, 
—The ability to engage in foreign trade; 
—The ability to obtain and process information. 


priate manner within the economy of each country, this 
is one of the requirements in “combining the strength of 
the nation with the strength of the times.” 


From the Books and Newspapers of Fraternal 
Countries 
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[Text] Editorial Note: democratization is the essence of 


and democracy, etc. 
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much more sernous concern is: have we begun to not dare 


call things by their mght name because we are afraid of 
being considered someone whose ways are old, someone 


from a stagnant pernod in history? 


associations been expressed in recent letters 
Editorial Board? 
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The above situation can give the impression that these 
conservative collectives give birth to the style that is 
leadership by directive, by pressure. Yet, exemplary 
leaders do emerge: persons who “struggle,” persons who 
are a “man for all seasons.” Ordinarily, these are truly 
progressive persons who are dedicated to the cause but 
who, in the end and in the logic of things, are “chewed 
up” by their collective, a collective which usually has the 
tacit or active support of the upper level. How many 
talented persons have been crushed by this apparatus! 


However, when pondering the nature of disputes 
between leaders and collectives, experience tells us that 
there is another important factor to consider: the char- 
acter and quality of the relationship between one person 
and another. Relying upon others, this is one of the main 
teachings, if not the main teaching, of the restructuring 
campaign. As practice has shown, it is very difficult to 
grasp and practice this truth. This is perhaps because we 
have long failed to give attention to this truth or because 
this truth demands a very high ethical and spiritual 
standard, even to the point of forgetting oneself entirely. 
True, it is necessary to raise everyone's spirit of respon- 
sibility, to demand much more, but what is most neces- 
sary is that we not strike fear in everyone. What remains 
of the good qualities of the leader once he has employed 
pressure and caused everyone to feel fear. 


Someone once heard the following words coming from 
the office of a high-ranking cadre: “This is not some 
charity.” Work must be done. But is it necessary to 
harass everyone? Is it necessary to teach and assist them? 
Is it necessary to give them detailed explanations? These 
things demand much time and effort. Moreover, gener- 
ally speaking, is it possible to educate or re-educate 
people while they are doing their production job? Is there 
time to do this? This is a question we cannot avoid. But 
is there another way? 


The essence of this matter is that we must perform a dual 
task, must simultaneously combine the two aspects of 
the restructuring campaign: organize work itself in a new 
way and educate the free person, the creative person. 
There is no other way to achieve renovation. When you 
must perform a large job, one which you cannot perform 
by yourself and with which you need the assistance of a 
large collective, you must, of course, build this collective, 
must cultivate a creative atmosphere within it. 


I work in science. I have students and research trainees. 
They would not tolerate it if all I did were issue orders 
and threaten to punish them. In the end, my scientific 
collective would die. Why would this happen? Because, 
they wouid say that I might not hold tomorrow some of 
the opinions I hold today. The collaborators who have 
been trained by my side would quietly wait because this 
is how they were “taught.” Consequently, there is no 
other choice but to create an atmosphere in which they 
and I can think together, so that our debates give birth to 
new thinking, to good thinking and we work together to 


help give birth to and develop this thinking. We cannot 
ignore the creativity of any person, even if that person 
has a very learned leader. 


Facts have shown that some young persons who possess 
talent do not have confidence in themselves. Above 
everything else, these persons must receive moral sup- 
port. All they need is for someone to say to them: “Be 
bold. You are talented!” But how many examples of 
persons actually doing this can be cited? I have the 
feeling that our generosity has diminished somewhat. 
From time to time we hear such statements as: “You 
don’t know anything at all! You can’t do anything at all!” 
How many talented persons have suffered the abuse of 
having to listen to such words. Of course, there are 
talented persons who are not abused at all, persons 
whose talents blossom the more they are challenged. 


However, we should not deceive ourselves. We must do 
everything we can to tap the creative potentials of 
humans. Lenin was a great example in this regard. He 
knew how to glean information from everyone in order 
to clearly understand in which direction life was moving. 
He was a great man. He saw in the opinions expressed by 
a person something of importance regarding a principle 
which applies to all society. Toward his comrades-in- 
arms within the party, his attitude was one of respecting 
them and making demands of them. When a leadership 
cadre no longer understands the times, when he does not 
understand the methods of the times and does not find 
within himself the strength to overcome his backward- 
ness, he should retire. Why are we only accustomed to 
leadership cadres routinely rising to higher positions? 
There is only one way for the atmosphere within our 
society to be wholesome, one way for creative forces to 
develop freely but not become voluntarism on the part of 
the individual: to debate matters democratically. But in 
these debates, we must sing in chorus, not each a 
different tune. We must allow many voices to be heard. 
The voices of critics should not be drowned out in this 
chorus. But criticism should not grate on our ears, either! 
The director of this chorus must hear and listen to each 
voice in it. This quality must become the internal need of 
this person. Although this attitude has not always been 
put into practice, it is always viewed as an ideal attitude 
in the way we behave. Against this background, it is not 
only necessary to maintain, but also to develop in our 
society the concept of education and the principle of 
working tirelessly and with attention to detail for man, 
which differs from the rules of business life in the West, 
rules which are much more rigid. We now truly must 
overcome the obstacles which lie along our path. But our 
path is the path toward man. Therefore, all the means 
employed to reach this goal must be “humanized” to the 
maximum degree possible. Only under these conditions 
can we truly practice democracy. 


Footnotes 


1. V.I. Lenin: “Collected Works,” Progress Publishers, 
Moscow, 1978, Volume 45, p 454. 


2. “Pamyats,” Russian for “remember,” “memorialize.” 
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